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Ngāti Ruanui Festival 
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Festival Rules 
July 2010 

 
 

The Ngāti Ruanui Festival will bring together ngā uri o ngā hapū o Ngāti Ruanui and provide a forum 
whereby Ngāti Ruanuitanga can be strengthened and celebrated in a number of ways, through a 
number of events and competitions.  The rules for the competitions are outlined in this document.   
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1.  Sports Parade 

1.1 Entry 

1.1.1  All participants in sporting events must participate in the Sports Parade. 
1.1.2 People may only participate with one Hapū.  

1.2 Sports Parade Requirements 

1.2.1 Hapū will be judged on the following criteria: 
1.2.2 Clubs will be marked on the following criteria: 

 Hapū banner 
 Creativity 
 Numbers taking part 
 Leadership 
 Uniformity 
 Marching technique 
 Punctuality 
 Sports equipment 
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2.  Netball 

2.1 Entry 
2.1.1  The Netball is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only one 

grade, and teams of mixed ages and gender may enter. 
2.1.2 People may only play for one Hapū. 
2.1.3 Teams must be on time for their sporting event.  If a team does not arrive 

within two (2) minutes of their scheduled game with the legal numbers, the 
opposing team will win by default. 

2.2 Netball Requirements 
2.2.1  Where possible, the competition will be organised as round robin.  Otherwise 

knockout competition will suffice. 
2.2.2  A maximum of three males are permitted on the court (one in each third) at 

any given time. 
2.2.3 Games will be seven (7) minutes each way, with one (1) minute half time (to 

allow for substitutes). 
2.2.4 No injury time allowed. 
2.2.5 To assist the umpires in controlling the game, each team must supply an 

official scorer.  If a team fails to supply a scorer, the team who supplies the 
scorer will be recognised as the official scorer. 

2.2.6 No protest will be accepted. 
2.2.7 An umpires ruling will be final. 
2.2.8  In the event of a draw in the final, five (5) minutes extra time will be allotted 

to determine a winner. 
2.2.9  Any team having drawn a bye must be excluded from any future draw for a 

bye. 
2.2.10 Nails must be cut.  Wedding bands must be taped. 
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3.  Touch Rugby 

3.1 Entry 
3.1.1 The Touch is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only one 

grade, and teams of mixed ages and gender may enter. 
3.1.2 People may only play for one Hapū. 
3.1.3 Teams must be on time for their sporting event.  If a team does not arrive 

within two (2) minutes of their scheduled game with the legal numbers, the 
opposing team will win by default. 

3.2 Touch Requirements 
3.2.1 Where possible, the competition will be organised as round robin.  Otherwise 

knockout competition will suffice. 
3.2.2 Six-a-side, with a minimum of three females on the field at any given time. 
3.2.3  Games will be seven (7) minutes each way, with one (1) minute half time (to 

allow for substitutes). 
3.2.4 No injury time allowed. 
3.2.5 To assist the referees in controlling the game, each team must supply an 

official scorer.  If a team fails to supply a scorer, the team who supplies the 
scorer will be recognised as the official scorer. 

3.2.6 No protest will be accepted. 
3.2.7 A referees’ ruling will be final. 
3.2.8  In the event of a draw in the final, five (5) minutes extra time will be allotted 

to determine a winner. 
3.2.9  Any team having drawn a bye must be excluded from any future draw for a 

bye. 
3.2.10 Nails must be cut.  Wedding bands must be taped. 
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4.  Volleyball 

4.1 Entry 
4.1.1 The Volleyball is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only one 

grade, and teams of mixed ages and gender may enter. 
4.1.2 People may only play for one Hapū. 
4.1.3 Teams must be on time for their sporting event.  If a team does not arrive 

within two (2) minutes of their scheduled game with the legal numbers, the 
opposing team will win by default. 

4.2 Volleyball Requirements 
4.2.1 Where possible, the competition will be organised as round robin.  Otherwise 

knockout competition will suffice. 
4.2.2  A maximum of three males are permitted on the court at any given time. 
4.2.3 Rally scoring will be used, and there will be a point scored on every score of 

the ball.  Teams must win by two (2) points. 
4.2.4 Offense will score on a defence miss or out of bounds hit; defence will score 

on an offensive miss, out of bounds hit, or serve into the net. 
4.2.5 Games will be seven (7) minutes each way, with one (1) minute half time (to 

allow for substitutes). 
4.2.6 No injury time allowed. 
4.2.7 To assist the umpires in controlling the game, each team must supply an 

official scorer.  If a team fails to supply a scorer, the team who supplies the 
scorer will be recognised as the official scorer. 

4.2.8 No protest will be accepted. 
4.2.9 An umpires ruling will be final. 
4.2.10  In the event of a draw in the final, five (5) minutes extra time will be allotted 

to determine a winner. 
4.2.11  Any team having drawn a bye must be excluded from any future draw for a 

bye. 
4.2.12 Nails must be cut.  Wedding bands must be taped. 
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5.  Table Tennis (Doubles) 

5.1 Entry 
5.1.1 The Table Tennis is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only 

one grade, and teams of mixed ages and gender may enter. 
5.1.2 People may only play for one Hapū. 
5.1.3 Teams must be on time for their sporting event.  If a team does not arrive 

within two (2) minutes of their scheduled game with the legal numbers, the 
opposing team will win by default. 

5.2 Table Tennis Requirements 
5.2.1 Where possible, the competition will be organised as round robin.  Otherwise 

knockout competition will suffice. 
5.2.2 Scores: twenty-one (21) up, except in final, which is thirty-one (31) up; 

advantage in final only. 
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6.  2àÒÁÎÇÁ 

6.1 Entry 
6.1.1 The Rāranga is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only one 

grade, and weavers of any age and gender may enter. 
6.1.2 Weavers must be uri of Ngāti Ruanui and enter for only one Hapū.  
6.1.3 Hapū may enter only one item per category (kete, korowai and wearable 

arts). 

6.2 Rāranga Requirements 
6.2.1 There are three categories within the Rāranga competition: kete, korowai 

and wearable arts 
6.2.2 Entries must be original items, and woven in the year of the Ngāti Ruanui 

Festival (2010). 
6.2.3 Entries may utilise traditional and/or contemporary materials. 
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7.  Tautohetohe 

7.1 Entry 
7.1.1 The Tautohetohe is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only 

one grade, and participants of any age may enter. 
7.1.2 Debating contestants must be uri of Ngāti Ruanui and speak for one Hapū.  
7.1.3 Teams must consist of three debaters per team, and be of mixed gender (that 

is, must have male and female debaters). 

7.2 Tautohetohe Requirements 
7.2.1 Topics will be given to teams one (1) hour before the event, and affirming or 

negating positions will be decided at this time. 
7.2.2 The first speaker will be from the affirming side, followed by the first speaker 

of the negating side.  This will be the same order for the second and third 
speakers (tau utuutu). 

7.2.3 The summary speeches (one per team) will begin with the negating side, 
ending with the affirming side. 

7.2.4 All speeches will be no longer than two (2) minutes in length. 
7.2.5 The judges’ decision will be final. 
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8.  .ÇàÔÉ 2ÕÁÎÕÉ !×ÁÒÄÓ 

8.1 Entry 
8.1.1 The Ngāti Ruanui Awards recognise the contribution of ngā uri o ngā hapū o 

Ngāti Ruanui in a range of areas, celebrating success, service and 
commitment to Ngāti Ruanui and Māori development generally. 

8.1.2 Nominees must be uri of Ngāti Ruanui.  
8.1.3 Nominations must be received in writing on the official Awards Nomination 

Form. 
8.1.3 Nominations must be endorsed by the relevant Hapū / Marae Committee, 

and signed-off by the Hapū / Marae Committee Chair. 

8.2 Awards Requirements 
8.2.1 Awards will be available for the following categories: 

 Arts and music 
 Business 
 Education 
 Health 
 Sports 
 Te reo and tikanga o Ngāti Ruanui 

8.2.2 Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui will appoint an Awards Committee to review 
nominations received. 

8.2.3 The Awards Committee will be responsible for selecting one successful Award 
winner for each category. 

8.2.4 The Awards Committee’s decisions are final. 
 

  



12 | P a g e  
 

9. WÈÁÉËęÒÅÒÏ 

9.1 Entry 
9.1.1 Hapū may enter one contestant in each division; however, it is not necessary 

to enter all divisions. 
9.1.2 Whaikōrero contestants must be uri of Ngāti Ruanui and speak for one Hapū.  
9.1.3 Open grade contestants must be 24 years of age or under; however, Junior 

grade competitors must be 18 years of age or under. 

9.2 Whaikōrero Requirements 
9.2.1 Speeches must be in te reo Māori.  Contestants that speak in other languages 

will not be judged. 
9.2.2 Speech topics will be determined by the cultural pahake of Te Rūnanga o 

Ngāti Ruanui prior to the Ngāti Ruanui Festival, and will be distributed to 
hapū by Pou Tuara. 

9.2.3 Names of contestants in the Whaikōrero must be submitted by Hapū to the 
Ngāti Ruanui Festival office at registration.  Hapū that do not submit their 
names will not be judged. 

9.2.4 Contestants in the Open grade shall speak for a minimum of five (5) minutes, 
and a maximum of seven (7) minutes.   

9.2.5  Contestants in the Junior grade shall speak for a minimum of four (4) 
minutes, and a maximum of six (6) minutes. 

9.2.6  A warning bell will sound at one (1) minute before a contestant’s maximum 
time elapses.  A further bell will note that the maximum time limit has been 
reached, from which point a penalty will be incurred.  The penalty for 
exceeding the maximum time limit is 5 points from the speaker’s total 
Whaikōrero points. 
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10. -ęÔÅÁÔÅÁ 

10.1 Entry 
10.1.1 The Mōteatea is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only one 

grade, and teams of mixed ages may enter. 
10.1.2 Teams may consist of any number of performers.  There is no minimum or 

maximum number of performers. 
10.1.3 Performers may only perform for one Hapū. 

10.2 Mōteatea Requirements 
10.2.1 The Mōteatea is a compulsory item for all participating Hapū at the Ngāti 

Ruanui Festival.   
10.2.2 For the 2010 Ngāti Ruanui Festival, hapū will need to learn two Mōteatea: 

the poi atua ‘Poua’, and ‘Nei ka noho’. 
10.2.3 One week prior to the Ngāti Ruanui Festival, hapū will be informed as to 

which of the two Mōteatea will be required. 
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11. Kapahaka 

11.1 Entry 
11.1.1 The Kapahaka is an open grade competition, meaning that there is only one 

grade, and teams of mixed ages may enter. 
11.1.2 There is a minimum number of twelve (12) performers per team.  There is no 

maximum number of performers. 
11.1.3 Performers may only perform for one Hapū. 
11.1.4 All teams have a maximum time of twenty (20) minutes on stage, to perform 

the Whakaeke, Waiata-ā-ringa, Poi, Haka and Whakawātea.  The time starts 
from the first sound, such as a karanga or command.  The penalty for 
exceeding the maximum time limit is 5 points from each discipline. 

11.1.5 Instrumentalists that accompany the performers may not exceed two (2) in 
number at any time.   

11.2 Whakaeke Requirements 
11.2.1 Whakaeke may start from left, centre or right of the performance area, in 

accordance with Hapū tikanga. 

11.3 Waiata-ā-ringa Requirements 
11.3.1 Waiata-ā-ringa words must reflect the spirit and kaupapa of the Ngāti Ruanui 

Festival. 

11.4 Poi Requirements 
11.4.1 Any type of Poi may be performed (single short, double short, single long, 

double long, quadruple long, or a combination of these), in accordance with 
Hapū tikanga. 

11.5 Haka Requirements 
11.5.1 For the 2010 Ngāti Ruanui Festival, the compulsory Haka is ‘Mangumangu 

Taipō’.  All teams must perform this Haka. 

11.6 Whakawātea Requirements 
11.6.1 When exiting, teams must indicate an exit left, exit centre or exit right, in 

accordance with Hapū tikanga. 
 
 


