
TE POU KORERO 

Meri Kirihimete me nga mihi o te Tau Hou 
2017 has proven to be another year of opportunities and challenges for Ngati Ruanui whereby resting on 

our laurels is simply not an option. Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust (TRONRT) continue to explore and 

expand in the innovative space ensuring we remain effective, efficient and relevant to deliver on the      

aspirations to Ngati Ruanui uri, whanau, hapu and marae. This edition of Te Pou Korero updates nga uri 

on some awesome initiatives that have been designed, developed and offer direct benefits to Ngati       

Ruanui whanau.  

 

The ongoing battle to ensure Ngati Ruanui are acknowledged and given unrestricted rights to  actively  

exercise our Kaitiakitanga and be recognised as mana whenua in our takiwa continue to be ignored. 

TRONRT consistently assert our absolute rights in this area and will continue to do so until Ngati Ruanui 

are acknowledged accordingly.  

 

This time of the year brings whanau and friends together. It is the season for giving and sharing love. Let 

us take time to slow down, enjoy each other and enjoy the things in life that really matter. Keep in our 

hearts those that are less fortunate than us and those that will be spending their first Christmas without a 

loved one. 

 

Nga manaakitanga o te Kirihimete i runga i a koutou. 

 

 

Na, Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust 
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NGATI  RUANUI IWI  MEMBERSHIP CARD  

In November TRONRT were proud to launch the 

Ngati Ruanui Iwi Membership Card for all          

registered uri. Attached to the Iwi Membership 

Card are benefits and discounts that TRONRT has            

collaborated with various businesses to offer as 

follows: 

 Free GP visits of all ages at Ngati Ruanui 

Healthcare; 

 10% discount on movie tickets at Hawera   

Cinema 2; 

 10% discount on meals at the Ngati            

Ruanui Stratford Mountain House; 

 A percentage discount on purchases at Noel 

Leemings 

 5% discount on residential green waste      

services through the South Taranaki    District 

Council; 

 10% discount on fees for each registered 

tamaiti that attends te Puawaitanga Early 

Childhood Centre  

 

TRONRT will continue to source benefits and      

discounts and these will be added from time to time 

to the Ngati Ruanui website. For further information 

please go to www.ruanui.co.nz, call the office on 

0800 RUANUI or email office@ruanui.co.nz.  

NGATI  RUANUI MOBILE  APP NOW AVAILABLE  

 

 

Another awesome launch in November was the Ngati Ruanui mobile app that 

serves as another method of communication to nga uri o Ngati Ruanui. This app 

is available on all smartphones through the Google Play App Store by searching 

“Ngati Ruanui”. Features of the App is a link to the Ngati Ruanui Facebook Page 

and website which allows you to see what is being updated in these areas, Panui, 

Events Calendar,  Maps and ability to purchase Apparel/Merchandise. The App is 

continually being added to so please check it regularly and enjoy the content! 

 

http://www.ruanui.co.nz
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NGATI  RUANUI VIRTUAL MEDICAL CL INIC  

When a town in the heart of our takiwa lost its last physician in August, we 

immediately jumped into the breach. Ngati Ruanui focuses on solutions not 

barriers, and sometimes that meant disrupting status quo. It quickly        

became clear it could be months before a new permanent doctor could be 

found and when it comes to people’s health you can’t wait around for the 

bureaucrats to solve these problems. Kaiarataki Debbie Ngarewa-Packer 

approached Dr Lance O'Sullivan who, using his MaiHealth software,     

coupled with locally employed Digital Health Deputies, Patea now has an 

innovative and ground-breaking approach to delivering high quality, basic 

health services. “The purpose of the pop-up clinic in Pātea is to        

demonstrate that harnessing simple technologies in the community can  

result in  timely access to effective healthcare for simple medical           

conditions,” O’Sullivan said. The pilot programme is based in the premises 

of the Patea Maori Club and patients are seen free of charge. This         

innovative solution challenges existing models and we believe it will ensure 

quality healthcare reaches the right people in the right way and at the right 

time. 

About the MaiHealth™ Patea Pop-Up Clinic -  The Pop-up Clinic has been   

developed to increase access to health services for adults living in remote 

communities.  Coupled with the use of digital technologies, the Clinic is an 

innovative form of health care. We are offering free health checks to help 

prevent the complications caused by untreated health problems. With your 

consent, trained staff will use MaiHealth™ digital equipment collect health 

information about any conditions you might have. A Registered Nurse or 

Doctor is the only person who can make a decision about your treatment. 

And if you do require treatment you can collect what’s needed from your 

local pharmacy.  

How it works - The assessment includes recording some basic health   

measurements, such as height, weight, temperature and heart rate - all of 

this is done using digital health services. These measurements are         

important to ensure the health problem we are assessing is not serious 

enough to     require urgent treatment. Often a photo or swab is taken to 

give the       MaiHealth™ telehealth team a better idea of what treatment, if 

any, is needed.  The App is also available for download on Google Play 

and the App store. This will give you access to all the information collected 

about you and notify you of any updates to your file. 

for download on Google Play and the App store. This will give you access 

Hours of service are Monday-Friday 10am to 2pm at the Patea Maori Club, 

47 Bedford Street, SH3, Patea.o all the information collected about you and 

Access to Dr Lance        
O'Sullivan’s ground breaking 

technology does not mean 
you leave your current GP 

services...and remember this 
service is available to        

everyone for free. 
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TE  AO HANGARAU 

From 4-8 December 2NUiCODE hosted its first Te 

Wiki o Te Ao Hangarau (Computer Science         

Education Week). The aim was to get as many new 

tamariki and rangatahi to experience and learn 

some of the amazing hangarau skills being taught 

through 2NUiCODE.  Those that attended Te Wiki o 

te Aō      Hangarau were local rangatahi, Te Kura 

Kaupapa o Ngāti Ruanui, and a Stratford Youth 

Group and they were able to select what language 

they wanted to try coding in (Te Reo Maori or    

English) before selecting an activity to participate in. 

The ages ranged from 5 to close to 50. The first  

activity shared was code.org (Coding & Solving 

complex problems) where Minecraft seemed to be 

the popular activity.  

 

Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Ngāti Ruanui took full 

opportunity with majority attending the week.        

Students were able to test their Te Reo standards 

as well as their familiarity with a computer. All         

Rangatahi were paired with Teina Tuakana to help 

support each other learn.  Tamariki were introduced 

to Virtual Reality and some of the cool apps that 

Virtual Reality use. Tamariki were able to create a 

Pyramid Hologram which was a koha to them at  

departure time.  

 

The Holy Trinity group encompassed students from 

St Mary’s Diocesan girls college. For the majority of 

the group it was a first time experience as design 

thinking and coding is not taught with in schools. 

The students were challenged with solving        

problems and had to complete the right code       

sequence. Idea’s and thoughts from the students 

was “how could technology and design thinking” be 

of relevance within a Haahi environment?       

Something the group can work on next year they 

reckon. 

 

Tamariki & Rangatahi coding 

Sample Pyramid Hologram that were made by Tamariki 
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2NUiCODE GO TO THE SCIENCE FAIR  

Tamariki From left to right: Toroa Tawhi-Amopiu, Ranginui Baller, Tama James, 

Jasmin Rae, Maluapapa Manutai, Waimarino Manutai, Hawaiki Manutai and Isaiah 

Hori 

Above: Project for converting rubbish and compost into energy. Below: Proposal for 

a space based solar power collector. 

Tamariki from 2NUiCODE presented their ideas to 

the wider Community at Taranaki’s annual Energy 

Skills Science Fair on 29 September 2017 in New 

Plymouth. The theme of the Fair was to create an 

experiment that could create energy for the future. 

 

Tamariki were split into two groups  and met at the 

2NUiCODE Hub twice per week for six weeks to pull 

together their project. This is the first time 

2NUiCODE entered into a mainstream event and we 

are very proud of the Tamariki that participated. 

 

The projects included a system for converting       

rubbish and compost into energy and a proposal for 

a space-based solar power collector.   

 

There were many prizes and awards at the Fair in 

which the project that converted rubbish and       

compost into energy won the most creative and     

artistic design. 

 

2NUiCODE look forward to progressing and          

upskilling ready for Energy Skills Science Fair 2018.  
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TARANAKI TU MAI  2017  

From 20-22 October 2017 500 strong Ngati Ruanui uri from around the Country participated in the biannu-

al Taranaki Tu Mai event where iwi of Taranaki come together to celebrate Taranakitanga, Whanaunga-

tanga and Whakapapa through Hakinakina, Haka and Wananga.  

 

This year Ngaruahine hosted the event in Manaia and was well attended by all Iwi of Taranaki.  

 

TRONRT made it a priority to eliminate barriers to participation at Taranaki Tu Mai by ensuring events 

were well coordinated via hapu representatives. Communications were effective and efficient and as an 

added koha, TRONRT sponsored kakahu, kai, sports equipment, drink bottles and bags to those that  

registered with Ngati Ruanui and attended the action packed weekend.  

 

Not only did nga uri o Ngati Ruanui represent with pride and passion, Ngati Ruanui also voiced their views 

and opinions on issues of importance to Ngati Ruanui through Haka and Tautohetohe. 

 

Ngati Ruanui was represented at Powhiri, Wananga, Kapa Haka, Tautohetohe, march pass, basketball, 

bowls, darts, golf, kaumatua sports, ki-o-rahi, netball, touch rugby, tennis, and at the tamariki zone. Ngati 

Ruanui placed in Kapa Haka, Tautohetohe, bowls, golf, touch rugby, netball and came runner up in the 

aggregate placing. 

 

A big thank you to our uri for representing Ngati Ruanui and our event coordinators for ensuring our uri 

were looked after throughout the Event. It was a great weekend had by all and we look forward to        

participating again in 2019 where it will be hosted by Ngati Maru. 

 

 

  

Ruanui ki te rangi! 

Kia tu ngatahi! Kia tongakingaki! 

Ruanui ki te whenua! 

Te manawa pukeke, Te manawa tohe-rapa 

Ruanui ki te manawa! 

Koina te taiki ngapara 

 

Ana, Ana Aue Hi! 
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FUTURE PROOFING NGATI  RUANUI  
Representat ives f rom the   

country’s top scientific institutes 

got the lay of the land in South 

Taranaki when they meet with Te 

Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust’s 

management team recently. 

NIWA, ESR, Plant and Food 

Research, Scion and Landcare 

Research were in Hawera to 

foster engagement between some 

of New Zealand’s top research 

science companies and leading 

figures in the Māori economy. 

It was also a chance to share 

knowledge and information, and 

identify opportunities to support 

Ngati Ruanui growth through 

these collaborations.  

Te Ara Pūtaiao brings Māori and 

Crown Research Institutes (CRIs) 

together, with the aim to 

showcase Māori Research, 

Science,  Techno logy and 

Innovation opportunities for Ngati 

Ruanui and “show us the right 

doors” for the directions we want 

to push towards. 

Māori have a strong and active 

presence in New Zealand’s  

 

primary industries, and the New 

Zealand government has identified 

key actions for realising the 

potential of Māori land and water 

assets through its ‘He kai kei aku 

ringa’ strategy and action plan.  

 One of the pivotal steps to 

s u c c e s s  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g 

engagement and understanding 

between the research sector and 

Māori organisations. 

Ensuring our Tamariki and 

Rangatahi are digitally fluent and 

scientifically capable is vital, but 

ensuring they can navigate the 

r ight pathways is equally 

important. 

So keep an eye out in the coming 

months as we begin to utilise and 

expand on these relationships. 

NEW HORIZONS 

A key slice of Patea’s history will be transformed into the home of innovative food and artificial intelligence. 

Patea Primary School is being demolished to make room for food growing labs and a research centre at 

the Victoria Street site. Kaiarataki Debbie Ngarewa-Packer says "We're providing employment that's going 

to be future-focused, that encourages entrepreneurship and venturing into businesses that are going to be 

leading the way in the future. Our people are always the labourers and that needs to stop." 

Ngati Ruanui Holdings has invested with a  Miro Berry Company, which would come on board with the 

Patea business and mitigate start-up costs. The total project costs are approximately $250,000, which 

would largely cover the demolition and site excavation. Extensive work to remove asbestos is complete 

with all buildings except a hall and a prefab block, being torn down. Ngarewa-Packer said phase one of 

the project will be complete in the New Year and then custom-made domes from Auckland would begin to 

arrive. A management team of about four people would launch the venture, people she believed would be 

sourced from within Ngati Ruanui. At its peak the business could offer a maximum of 27 jobs. Ngarewa-

Packer said the time was right to develop the school site and to establish a sustainable business that 

would have a positive impact on the community. 
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IMPACT WAHINE LUNCHEON & FORUM  

On 25th September 2017, Kaiarataki Debbie 

Ngarewa-Packer designed and delivered a confer-

ence aimed at empowering wahine who want to 

make real change in their communities . 

 

Designed to cultivate an environment of open and 

inspirational dialogue, participants and speakers 

alike were treated to a day of fun, challenges and 

motivation. Throughout the day there were also 

interactive group sessions that supported positive 

network and relationship building. 

 

Key Note Speakers for the day were Entrepreneur 

Liliana Gil Valetta , IronMaori Founder Heather 

Skipworth, Parininihi Ki Waitotara Chair Hinerangi 

Raumati, Iwi Leader Puna Wano-Bryant and our 

very own Kaiarataki Debbie Ngarewa-Packer. 

Award winning American based  entrepreneur Va-

letta helps business leaders unlock the power of 

today’s diverse market place with research, creativi-

ty and purpose. 

 

While the conference was aimed at wahine, tane 

were also welcome to register and participate . 

 

Acknowledgements to our sponsors the US Embas-

sy, NZ Maori Tourism and Ki Whanau Gym for their 

support to hold the conference. 
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WAIHO PAPA MOANA 

In August 2017 the approval of seabed mining off the Coast of Patea by Trans-Tasman Resources (TTR) 

was granted by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). TRONRT lodged an immediate appeal that 

will be heard in the High Court in April 2018. The appeal process is being led by Ngati Ruanui and focuses 

on points of law.  Appeals have also been lodged by Kiwi’s Against Seabed Mining (KASM), Forest & Bird, 

Taranaki/Whanganui Conservancy Board, Fisheries Inshore New Zealand Ltd, Greenpeace and Nga  

Rauru Kitahi. 

 

Since the news was delivered there has been an amazing amount of support to Ngati Ruanui’s stance by 

way of engaging in the appeal process, peaceful protests, the forming of a human chain, fundraising     

initiatives and an agreement from the Green Party to place a Marine Mammal Sanctuary off the coast of 

Taranaki. 

 

TRONRT have been inundated with requests from uri, whanau, hapu, marae and the general public of  

Aotearoa to contribute to Ngati Ruanui’s appeal costs. As a result a Givealittle page was established. The 

koha given to date is an estimated $15,000 and we thank each and every one who has made a             

contribution. If you would like to contribute to the appeal costs, please visit https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/

noseabedmining. 

The directly affected community of Patea have been amazingly supportive, proactive and vocal in oppos-

ing seabed mining. They organised the first peaceful protest at Patea Beach whereby the community 

came to hold hands along the coast. The community also organised a concert and hangi with all proceeds 

being given to Ngati Ruanui in support of it’s appeal (cost) This provided a opportunity for everyone to 

unite together in force to oppose seabed mining. 
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Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Ngati Ruanui organised a linking of hands to form a human chain at Waihi 

Beach, Hawera. The Rangatahi that attend this kura have studied this important kaupapa as part of their 

kura environmental curriculum. This was carried out to show support to the Patea Community. The Green 

Party attended this kaupapa in support of opposing seabed mining whilst also announcing their intention 

to place a Marine Mammal Sanctuary off the coast of Taranaki that will contribute to the abolition of     

seabed mining. To date this is included in the coalition agreement with the Labour Party and Green Party 

and we look forward to working with the Government in the New Year to progress this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By way of background, in late 2016 Trans-Tasman Resources (TTR) applied to the Environmental       

Protection Authority (EPA) to mine 50,000 million tonnes of ironsand from the seabed off the coast of    

Patea. Submissions were called for and heard in front of an EPA appointed Decision Making Committee 

and in August 2017 the EPA granted TTR’s application to mine. Ngati Ruanui have been staunch in      

opposing this application for many reasons but more specifically to ensure that we are discharging our   

cultural, spiritual and historical connection as kaitiaki to tangaroa.  
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TAIHONOA WITH VICTORIA UNIVERSITY  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

On 5th December 2017, Te Runanga o Ngati     

Ruanui  Trust (TRONRT) entered into a              

relationship    agreement with Victoria University of      

Wellington that commits both parties to establish 

an interactive,  positive and balanced relationship 

in support of education and research strategies of 

Ngati Ruanui and also registered Ngati Ruanui uri 

who attend Victoria University.  

 

As a start, TRONRT and Victoria University have 

partnered in a match agreement to match dollar for    

dollar Grants issued by TRONRT to registered 

Ngati Ruanui uri studying at Victoria University. 

Registered Ngati Ruanui uri will be able to apply for 

this annually for the duration of their study. 

Date: Friday 19 October 2018 - Sunday 21 October 2018 

Venue: Patea Area School and Surrounding Areas 

 

Date: Friday 9 March 2018 - Saturday 10 March 2018 

Venue: TSB Hub, Hawera 

Register:  www.ironmaori.com 

 

Date: 8-12 , 15-19 and 22-26 January 2018 

Venue: 74 Princes Street, Hawera 

Time: 9am-3pm daily 

Register: TRONRT Offices of via online at www.ruanui.co.nz 

 

SPACES ARE LIMITED! 

 


