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Ngāti Ruanui Holdings Limited had the honour of hosting Norbu, Dhamey and Olivia Tenzing Norgay and 

Sonam Dorji, as they toured Aōtearoa during January and early February 2019. 

Norbu and Dhamey are the sons of esteemed Nepalese Sherpa Tenzing  

Norgay.  

Tenzing Norgay was one of the first two people to summit one of the 

world’s most challenging Maunga climbs– Mount Everest– alongside Sir 

Edmund Hilary. 

They spent a whirlwind 48 hours touring Ngāti Ruanui cultural sites of             

significance including Manawapou beach, Taiporohenui Marae and 

around Taranaki Maunga. 

Ngāti Ruanui Kapa Haka rōpū treated manuhiri to evening entertainment 

as we built links towards a brighter future in sustainable ethical tourism 

together. 

Maunga environments and authentic indigenous tourism packages are           

becoming even more popular with tourists.  

While our manuhiri were at Taiporohēnui, rangatahi were given the opportunity to interact with our     

visitors, as well as listen to kōrero about the history and future. 

Our mokopuna are future kaitiaki so we take every opportunity to build their interest in the future. 

Their final day was spent exploring the indigenous native bush on our Maunga. 
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 Tenzing Norgay 
Tenzing Norgay was one of the first two people to reach the summit of Chomolungma/Mount 

Everest. Chomolunga is the world’s highest peak, at 8,850 metres. 

A Sherpa by trade, Tenzing Norgay made the historic climb alongside New Zealand’s most  

famous maunga explorer, Sir Edmund Hilary. They reached the peak on May 29, 1953. 

In 1954, Tenzing Norgay became the first Field Training Director of the Himalayan Mountaineering        

Institute in Darjeeling. He worked in this role for 22 years. He founded Tenzing Norgay Adventures in 

1978. The company specialised in Himilayan maunga adventures.  

 

Norbu Tenzing 
Norbu Tenzing is one of the foremost authority’s regarding ethical     

maunga tourism in the Himalayas.  

Norbu is the vice president of the American Himalayan Foundation.  He is        

devoted to supporting the Nepalese/Tibetan Sherpa industry with           

education, health, cultural and environmental care.  

He has been with the reputable organisation for 26 years.  Much of Norbu’s work     

focuses on improving conditions,  compensation and training for Sherpa in extremely 

hazardous work. Currently residing in San Francisco, United States of America, Norbu 

visits Nepal    several times a year and is still deeply connected to his homeland. 

 

Dhamey Tenzing Norgay 

Dhamey Tenzing Norgay is the co-owner of Noble Traveller, a Bhutan-based organisation    

focused on tailor-made private tourism in Nepal.  

Based in Paro, Bhutan, Dhamey can often be found leading Himalayan adventures.  

He’s just as at home in the board room as he is on the Mountains and often travels as he pursues the   

improvement of working conditions for Nepalese Sherpa.  

He is voluntary secretary of the Tenzing Norgay Sherpa Foundation, an organisation intent on improving 

education, healthcare and preservation of Sherpa and their culture. 
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Seabed Mining 

Trans-Tasman Resources (TTR) persist with their efforts to find a way 

to mine ironsand from the South Taranaki Bight. 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust continues with efforts to prevent the 

destruction of our ocean environment and opposes this latest          

application from TTR. 

On December 19 2018, Trans-Tasman Resources applied for a          

five-year work permit for consent to explore an extra 815km of       

seabed inside New Zealand’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ),            

bordering the original mining permit zone. 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust has submitted  against this              

application. 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust kaiarataki Debbie Ngarewa-Packer 

says “TTR still haven’t proven that any ironsand mining activity will not 

permanently damage our delicate marine eco-system.  

“Prospecting is a gateway to this destructive activity. 

“It will have catastrophic effects felt by generations to come.” 

Expected next                               

steps: 

Submissions regarding the                                                                         

new exploration permit                                                                            

closed on March 19 2019. 

Now that the deadline has                                                                        

closed, submissions will be                                                                                      

reviewed by New Zealand                                                                            

Petroleum and Minerals.  

Once the Minister decides,  

public announcements are 

made. 

It is likely the Minister will take                                                                     

some months to deliberate but                                                                    

we expect that announcement                                                                      

later this year. 

We hope that the Minister will                                                                  

find in our favour and block                                                                           

any further exploration                                                                                                              

of the South Taranaki Bight.  
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2017- The Environmental          

Protection Authority’s Decision 

Making Committee (EPA DMC) 

holds a hearing in New Plymouth 

↓ 

AUGUST 2017- The DMC’s chair 

used his casting vote to approve 

the application to mine 

↓ 

APRIL 2018- Ngāti Ruanui        

challenges the DMC decision in 

the High Court 

↓ 

AUGUST 2018- Ngāti Ruanui wins 

High Court decision, TTR            

application declined 

↓ 

DECEMBER 2018- TTR appealed 

the High Court decision on         

December 21 

↓ 

2019- THE NEXT STEP:             

Ngāti Ruanui  challenges TTR’s  

Appeal. Ngāti Ruanui is currently 

awaiting a full Court of Appeal 

hearing on a yet-to-be-confirmed 

date 

↓ 

2019– THE EXPLORATION        

PERMIT:   Public announcements 

will be made later this year, once 

a decision has been reach.      

Ngāti Ruanui will then decide if 

next steps need to be taken. 

Timeline– South 

Taranaki Bight 

Seabed Mining  

Application  
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Rockit Apples 
Ngāti Ruanui Holdings Limited is a Rockit Apples shareholder. 

Rockit Apples are a purposefully– designed small, easy to eat variety with high 
export value. 

They’re produced at a small, niche-market Hawkes Bay orchard. 

Because of the high overseas demand for this particularly variety, these apples 
are mostly exported but they can also be found in New Zealand supermarkets. 

They’re Ngāti Ruanui Holdings’ first direct investment into horticulture and have 
been an important part of increasing our understanding of the horticultural      
potential Ngāti Ruanui has. 

Ngāti Ruanui Holdings has earned 2.8 times its investment over four years.  

They’re not like the apples you’re used to. They’re small enough to be perfect for 
school lunchboxes and to eat on-the-go.  

They’re also nutritionally dense. 

Rockit Apples have 65 per cent more potassium, 19 per cent more energy and 10 
per cent more fibre than other apple varieties. 

This specially designed and trademarked cross-breed was developed in Hawkes 
Bay by Plant and Food Research and Prevar. 

They’re sold in specially-designed sustainable, recyclable packaging.  

Look out for more information in upcoming editions of Te Pōu Korero, on our 
website www.ruanui.co.nz and on our Facebook page. 

 

Iwi Membership    
Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust is continuously working to add  

new benefits for the 7800 Uri issued with an Iwi Membership Card.       

All registered Uri are entitled to an Iwi Membership Card. If you 

need more information, visit our website at www.ruanui.co.nz or 

call 0800 Ruanui and the team will help you out. 

Current Benefits 

 NEW: No fees on overdue libraries books at 

South Taranaki District Libraries 

 NEW: Discount at South Taranaki District    

Council Hawera Aquatic Centre  

 Free GP visits at Ngāti Ruanui Healthcare, 

Hāwera, and Pātea Medical Centre 

 Discount on Hearing Tests at Ngāti Ruanui 

Healthcare 

 

 Discount at Hāwera Cinema 

 Discounted South Taranaki District Council 

green waste service 

 Te Puawaitanga o Ngāti Ruanui ECE discounted 

Ccildcare  

 Discount on purchases at Noel Leeming 

 Discount at Ngāti Ruanui Stratford Mountain 

House  
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Hemi Ngarewa   
Hemi Ngarewa is a teacher, a Minita-a-Iwi, a volunteer, a Justice of the Peace and everybody’s biggest   

cheerleader. 

An advocate for lower income residents, he is a role model for all Ngāti Ruanui Uri. He’s also a health and  

fitness nut, he recently became a Karate black belt and still competes in annual IronMāori competitions. 

“Fitness is important, I’m a diabetic but I love my sweets and for a guy my age to do IronMāori… I had to 

change my habits,” he says. “It’s about wellbeing, I exercise but I also karakia every morning in Māori for 30 

minutes. 

“I believe in the strength of mental, physical and spiritual health.” As a voluntary Taranaki Police Iwi Liaison 

and through his Marae, Pariroa, he supports both police and the rangatahi needing to navigate the judicial 

process. He spent 12 years sitting on the bench at Hawera Court and was the first Māori in South Taranaki to 

achieve this judicial certification level. 

“I worry about our Māori who are assaulted and abused, especially women, and I’ve intervened a couple of 

times,” he says. “I try to help them find a better path. It’s important to help when you can.” 

He believes the Justice system needs changing for better Māori youth outcomes and is very involved in the 

advocacy of this goal. He supports victims and offenders. He says there’s much to learn from those who have 

been through the judicial system and focuses on helping  people through to fulfilling lives at the other side of 

that experience. He advocates for the lowering of Māori suicide statistics by  working one-to-one with those 

experiencing tough times.  

Hemi is devoted to wife Colleen and four children Debbie, Grant, Darren and  Nicola, and his mokopuna.  

“Our priority is to our family. That extends to our community.” 

A believer in education, Hemi trained as a teacher and was  

promoted to Head of Department, Māori Studies, at Pātea High 

School. He took on the extended role of careers officer, in a bid 

to help rangatahi recognise their full potential. He’s a Te 

Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust Education sub-committee    

member- a voluntary role providing education opportunities to 

Ngāti Ruanui Uri needing financial learning support.  

As a Minita-a-Iwi for the Māori Methodist Church of New    

Zealand, Hemi performs many duties including blessings,    

weddings, baptisms, funerals and church services. He travels 

every week between churches in the lower North Island to  

provide services in different areas. Hemi's devotion to the   

support, care and betterment of those in his community is one 

that we can learn from. 

He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata  

Goodwill towards others is a precious gift.  

May we grow to be just like you, Mātua Hemi Ngarewa. 
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Paris to Pātea, Ngāti Ruanui 

welcomes new GP 
Ngāti Ruanui welcomes Thomas Cartier, as Ngāti Ruanui Pātea Medical Centre’s                                         

permanent new doctor. 

Doctor Cartier joins us from France and is delighted to make South          

Taranaki his new home. 

“I had a very busy career before coming to New Zealand, too busy, it was 

not really enjoyable.  

“I spent two months as a tourist in New Zealand last year (2018).  

“As soon as I got back to France it became natural for me to become a   

Doctor in what I consider the most beautiful country in the world. 

“In New Zealand there is everything I like. ” 

The experienced General Practitioner is devoted to caring for people of all ages. 

“Being able to talk with people, getting to know patients… trying to help them have a better life, that is 

where my focus is,” he says.  

“I discovered very quickly that I hated working in hospitals.  

“In general practice you see a wide range of ailments and get to support people, being the closest doctor 

to the patient is important to me. I don’t want to be some distant specialist.” 

He’s already noticed glaring differences between medical practice in France and New Zealand. There it is 

easier to order tests, New Zealander’s don’t go to the doctor as quickly as we should but we’re more   

concerned about skin cancer. We’re also more likely to take preventative action. 

“Māori people think about their health. They’re more focused on their health and body.” 

While Doctor Cartier must refer patients to specialists here, he says New Zealand waiting times are   

shorter. 

“The burden of chronic disease is the same. There’s more diabetes and more obesity here. New Zealand 

patients are more careful about their skin conditions. They’re much more aware of skin cancer and do 

something about it quickly.” 

Like most, Doctor Cartier is searching for a better work-life balance and he thinks his new home can     

provide it.  

He loves tramping, cycling, swimming and being able to view Maunga Taranaki each day. He recently 

went fishing for the first time in his life. 

“Living in New Zealand is a way for me to reconnect with nature, to enjoy outdoor activities that I    

couldn’t do in Paris. 

“I’m very excited to be here.” 
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2NUiCODE 2019 

STĒAM based education combines science, technology, 

engineering, environment, arts and maths in a hands-on 

classroom environment. STĒAM tauira (students) have lots of 

fun while they’re thinking outside the square. They create, 

innovate and work well with others, all while directing their 

own learning interests. As the future kaitiaki of our natural 

resources, they learn to care for the environment around 

them. Tauira apply all aspects of STĒAM learning to their 

creations without realising it. These skills transfer to the real 

world, allowing the next generation to become creative 

problem-solvers with sought-after application-based skillsets. 

What is STĒAM? 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Environment, Arts and Maths 

At 2NUiCODE we’re preparing tauira (students) for another 

busy year building the next generation of innovators. 

We have tauira in the lab every week day learning robotics,          

computer coding, and completing both e-sport and STĒAM 

modules. 

All classes are full and educators Marea Rudolph and Vincent 

Nuku are excited forward to seeing students grow and develop 

throughout 2019. 

Robotics students are working towards regional VEX IQ        

2019-2020 challenges. STĒAM students are focused on projects 

for the September 2019 Energy Skills New Zealand Science Fair. 

Our most experienced coding club rangatahi are in the early 

stages of building mobile capable children’s educational         

applications. The coding club continues to grow with new      

students signing up and beginning their journeys. 

Our youngest innovators are under 10 years-old– it’s never too 

early to begin learning this important future skill.  

Educational relationships with certain schools continue          

expanding and educators have students in the lab learning          

innovation modules several weekdays a week. 

Innovation students began the year meeting with Adnan        

Belushi of Johnson Corner, New Plymouth. They were inspired 

by his story– moving from Dubai to New Plymouth and opening 

an innovation space. Inspiration is an important part of what 

we do at 2NUiCODE– ensuring rangatahi have focus and are 

working towards exciting   futures they can be proud of. 

Robotics 
Design, build, programming 

Robotics is so much more than robot play.  

It’s everywhere. Designing and building    

everything modern, including our cars and 

phones, use robotics.  

Tauira have fun growing programming skills, 

fine motor skills and concentration as they 

work with delicate intricate moving parts. 

This year, tauira have the opportunity to 

take these skills to regional competitions. 

Spaces at these events are sought-after   

internationally. We’ll keep you up-to-date 

with their experiences. 

It’s going to be an exciting year at 

2NUiCODE’s robotics hub. 
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Taranaki Tū Mai 

2019 
The biannual Taranaki Tū Mai event gives Taranaki Iwi the         

opportunity to celebrate Taranakitanga, Whanaungatanga and 

Wakapapa together through Hākinakina, Haka and Wānanga. 

This year’s event will be hosted by Ngāti Maru from November 29 

to December 1 2019.  

Uri from around the country participate in Taranaki Tū Mai.  

In 2017, when the event was hosted in Manaia by Ngāruahine, 

over 500 Uri o Ngāti Ruanui attended. 

Ngāti Ruanui was second overall in the 2017 aggregate placing, 

with your support Ngāti Ruanui can take out the 2019 title. 

If you’re not interested in performing, playing sport or competing 

that’s no reason to stay home.  

Grab some pompoms and head out to Inglewood High School and 

support the whanau at this  action-packed weekend. 

At 2017’s event ngā uri o Ngāti Ruanui represented with pride 

and passion, voicing views and opinions on issues of importance 

to through Haka and Tautohetohe. It’s well worth watching. 

There’ll be a variety of new and traditional events on offer        

including women’s 9s rugby, basketball, kaumātua sports,        

softball, and kids activities. There’ll even be a rangatahi– only   

entertainment stage. 

Programme details are not yet finalised but you’ll receive more 

information when it is. Keep an eye on our “Te Rūnanga o Ngāti 

Ruanui Trust”  Facebook Group as we’ll share information there. 
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TARANAKI TŪ MAI is a great way 

to build connection with your iwi. 

All Uri o Ngāti Ruanui are invited to 

sign up for any aspect of the 

weekend activities.  

If you’re interested in signing up or 

supporting the teams,                     

call 0800 RUANUI or email 

office@ruanui.co.nz. 

GET INVOLVED! 
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#Smearyourmea 
Ngāti Ruanui Healthcare and Ngāti Ruanui Pātea Medical Centre 

encourage every woman to get their smear done, and every man 

to get their prostate checks up to date. 

Medical Centre staff, with the Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust 

team, recently met at Hawera’s Ki Whanau Gym to support Alf 

Robson (of Ngāti Tama) as he cycled from New Plymouth to  

Wellington as part of the Ride4Talei. 

This nationwide charity ride raises awareness of the need for 

early cervical and prostate screening checks.  

“That kaupapa has been instrumental in getting our wāhine to 
undertake  early health screening and as a consequence saved a 

lot of lives,” he says. 

“I wanted to pay tribute to Talei’s legacy and promote the       
importance and the message of early health screening for       

cervical cancer- the #smearyourmea campaign- and also to raise 
awareness about prostate cancer and getting infront of those 

issues before they become problematic anyway.” 

 

If you’ve been putting it off, get organised and get a check ASAP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early prevention saves lives. 

Days start early for Ngāti  

Ruanui kaumātua. 

There’s so much to do     

supporting regional         

community growth and     

development through 

karakia. 

One of the most recent 

kaupapa was Stratford’s new 

RD1 store opening. 

Sandy Parata, Shay King and 

Ngapari Nui blessed the    

facility  before staff began 

their workday on      

Wednesday February 20, 

giving staff peace of mind 

going in to their new     

workspace. 

Blessings 
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Food safety regulations have recently 

changed. Most of the time it won’t affect 

the way Marae serve kai but occasionally 

it does. 

Kai prepared for a tangi isn’t regulated as it is not prepared for sale or trade. 

While most food prepared at Marae wharekai is not subject to the Food Act 2014, if food 

is prepared by a business operating at/or as part of a Marae, it is subject to Food Act   

regulations. 

If food preparing at a Marae wharekai is for fundraising for charitable, gifting or 

cultural purposes regularly (more than 20 times are year) then a food control 

plan must be submitted. If the Marae does get a food control plan, it has         

unlimited food fundraising opportunities without risk of penalty. 

If you’re involved with not-for-financial-gain catering at a Marae, here’s some 

information you might need to know: 

*Train your staff not to handle kai within 48 hours of sickness 

*Separate raw and cooked foods to prevent the transferring of germs and use separate equipment to 

store raw and ready-to-eat foods 

*Always wash anything that has touched raw poultry and meat 

*Chill kai below 5°c to prevent germ growth 

Food sales operating from or using Marae facilities are subject to the same provisions as other food    

businesses. The regulatory expectations vary based on the type of business operating. 

If you’d like to find out more, pop in to Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust office and take a look at our      

on-site copy of Te Kai Manawa Ora information guide or email info@mpi.govt.nz to have one emailed  

directly to you.  You can print or download a copy yourself from www.mpi.govt.nz. 
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Marae Food  

Handling         

Provisions 

Horoia Tunua Taupokihia Whakamātaohia 
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Keep in Touch! 
 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust wants you to be involved in your Iwi. Don’t forget to update your   

contacts details- Call 0800 RUANUI or email office@ruanui.co.nz . 

OR: 

JOIN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP 

Search “Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui 

Trust”, click “Join Group” and you’ll be 

prompted to answer a few questions. 

Once you’ve done that, your request 

can be approved. You’ll get the latest 

news first as well as be informed about 

upcoming events and opportunities. 

 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

 

 

 

The Twitter handle is @RuanuiNgati. Click “Follow” and 

you’ll stay connected.  

 

 

 

 

Check www.ruanui.co.nz or consider attending our AGM and get familiar with the workings of your Iwi. 

Te Pōu Korero is a quarterly publication. If Uri you know aren’t on the mailing list and want to be, call 

0800 RUANUI and  Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust’s team can help get it sorted.  
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PO BOX 594, HAWERA  4610 0800RUANUI |  office@ruanui.co.nz 

| www.ruanui.co.nz 


