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From the Tumu Whakaae 

Rā te haeata e tākiri mai ana nā runga o Taranaki, kei raro iho ko ngā ihoiho o Turi 
Ariki-nui, te pītau whakarei o te waka Aotea Ūtanganui, hei pupuru i te  toto, hei 
pupuru i te whenua, hei pupuru i te Mana Māori Motuhake, tēnei ka                 
whakamānawa atu ki a koutou katoa. 

Ū  Tangihia, mihia rātou kua mau i te kupenga nui o Mate, tērā te kupenga kua 
utaina ki te waka o Tamarēreti, hei kawe ake ki te uma o Ranginui, tātai whetū ki 
te rangi, mau tonu, mau tonu, tātai  tangata ki te whenua, ngaro noa, ngaro noa. 

E ngā pōkai kakariki o Ngāti Ruanui tēnā koutou katoa. 

Well, it’s been another busy year for Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust. As we acknowledge the past I wish 
to walk beside the new into the future. I wish to reflect on some highlights of our year;  
  
Our Pou Tūara have been elected and I’m excited to see what the next three years will bring. We have 
several new Pou Tūara chosen as the voice of our people, I know they will rise to the challenge and work 
hard for you. 
  
Acknowledgements must go to those who have forsaken their personal time as past and present           
Pou-Tūara. It is often a thankless task focused on working for the betterment of Iwi and your efforts are 
appreciated.  
 
Mōkori anō, aku mihi tūauriuri ki ngā paeke me ngā pou-tūara i tākohangia ki tēnei kaupapa                 
whakahirahira. E mōhio ana mātau i tā koutou  
tōngakingakitanga ki tō iwi, ki ōu hapū me a koutou marae. 
Mē mihi ka tika e te poari ki a koutou katoa. 
  
Te Rā o Ruaputahanga 2018 was fantastic. Pātea Area 
School provided an ideal venue. The opportunity to see and 
reconnect with our Ngāti Ruanui whanau is priceless.             
I hope to see even more of you at the next one. 
  
We have much to look forward to in 2019: the berry farm 
progresses well, we continue the fight against Seabed     
Mining and business at our award-winning Ngāti Ruanui 
Mountain House is better than ever. Focus on healthcare 
and education is consistently unwavering and the                
Te Runanga o Ngāti Ruanui team will continue to seek out 
and implement innovative improvement strategies. 
  
Christmas is fast approaching and I know we are all looking 
forward to a well-earned break. Take this time to rest and 
recharge with your whānau before heading into 2019 with 
renewed energy. Be safe, be well and enjoy the blessings  
we have been given. 
 
Haimona Maruera,  
Tumu Whakaae 

Key Points from AGM 2018: 

 Ngāti Ruanui Holdings Ltd overall profit raised to 

$59,000,000.00 

 We’re developing our own micro-enterprise 

through high nutritional, high value avenues    

including Rockit Apples and the Pātea berry farm 

pilot  

 We’re creating job opportunities for Ngāti Ruanui 

Uri through micro enterprise initiatives 

 We’re harnessing technology, design-thinking and 

computer coding programmes to provide         

Rangatahi with futures to look forward to 

 190 Education and Sporting Grants distributed last 

financial year– empowering Uri to pursue their 

goals 

 We’re Economic and Environmental political    

influencers, within Aotearoa as well as globally, 

and this year made 123 submissions on behalf of 

Uri 

 Healthy patient rolls at our Healthcare Centres 

 Empowering Uri unity, Runiqueness and           

educating about what makes us special using real 

world experiences– Te Utungia and continued 

Seabed Mining Kaupapa 
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CHRISTOPHER  

PARATA 

 Hāmua  

 

BRETT  

NGERU 

Ngāti Hawe  

 

RAWIRI  

TINIRAU  

Ngāti Hine 

 

WIREMU TŪPITO      

MARUERA 

Ngāti Kōtuku  

 

HAURAKI  

ERB 

Ngāti Tanewai 

 

CAROLINE  

WAIWIRI 

Ngāti Tupaia  

 

DANIEL 

WALKER  

Tūwhakaehu  

 

LAURENCE JAMES 

TURAHUI 

Ahitahi  

 

CLIVE  

TONGAAWHIKAU  

Araukuku  

 

RUKUTAI  

WATENE 

Hāpōtiki  

 

SHAY  

KING  

Ngā Ariki  

 

BARNARD  

TE KAHA  

KAHU 

Ngāti Takou  

HAIMONA   

MARUERA 

Ngāti Tūpito 

Tumu Whakaae 

 

VERBINA  

DUNCAN 

Tuatahi  

TE UMU  

PATUTORO   

MARUERA 

Ngāti Ringi  

NGAPARI   

NUI 

Rangitaawhi  

Deputy Tumu Whakaae 
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Meet the Pou Tuara for 2018-2021   
Your Hapū representatives on Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust board have been chosen by you, the Ngāti Ruanui 

Uri.  

There are 16 Pou Tuara/representatives and they will represent you from November 2018 to November 2021.  

 

iKAPUA  

Future-forward thinking and strategic advancement for next generation Ngati Ruanui 

The iKAPUA approach aims to strengthen          

Ngāti Ruanuitanga, expand regional and national         

influence, grow net assets to improve whānau,  

marae, hapū and iwi capabilities while actively   

exercising Ngāti Ruanui Kaitiakitanga. 

We’re aiming for sky-high because our Uri deserve 

the best. 

We will focus on growing net assets and exceeding 

benchmarks through Ngāti Ruanui Holdings         

Corporation and strategic alignment with other key 

Māori entities.  

We also want to see Ngāti Ruanui environmental best practice recognised within Aotearoa as well as Overseas. 

Leading the shift toward a digital future-focused education for Rangatahi will continue to be a priority. We will also focus on  

developing and cultivating cultural capital on marae, paepae, reo me ōna tīkanga. We want to see Uri empowered, engaged 

and registered.  

We aim to give Uri the opportunity to thrive in Te Reo Māori while fully engaging with and participating with Iwi, revitalise 

traditional environmental practices and create strategies relevant to Uri future aspirations.  

The future is bright whānau, your chosen Pou Tuara are aiming high for you. 
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Te Rā O Ruaputahanga 2018 
Over 800 Ngāti Ruanui Uri enjoyed this year’s Te Rā O Ruaputahanga– Ngāti Ruanui Festival 2018. 

Held at Pātea Area School from October 19 to 21, attendees experienced two days of kapa haka, whānaungatanga 

and friendly (but slightly serious) sports competitions. 

It all began with a Powhiri and wananga at Pariroa Pā. 

“The chance to get together and reconnect with our Ngāti Ruanui whanau is so special,” says Haimona Maruera,  

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust chairman. 

“We only get the chance to do this once every two years and connection is vital to who we are as an Iwi. 

“I really hope our next Te Rā O Ruaputahanga at least doubles in participant numbers.” 

As well as a fun whanau-focused environment,        

participants were treated to some of the best hangi 

available. 

“There’s Ngāti Ruanui aroha in every bite,” Haimona 

says. 

It was the first time Pātea Area School hosted the 

event and Haimona calls it the perfect location.       

Previous festivals have been held at Hāwera’s TSB Hub. 

“We had access to everything we needed and the   

atmosphere was awesome. 

“Pātea is the heart of Ngāti Ruanui. It makes 

sense to base ourselves at home.” 
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RESULTS 
Trophy 
(donated by) 

3rd 2nd 1st 

Whaikōrero (Junior) Rangitaawhi   Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tūpito  

Whaikōrero (Open) Ngāti Takou Ngāti Tūpito    
Ngāti Tanewai &               
Ngāti Ringi 

Mōteatea (COMPULSORY) Ngāti Ringi Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Tūpito  

Whakaeke Ngāti Hawe Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Tūpito  

Waiata Tira   Ngāti Ringi    
Ngāti Tanewai &              
Ngāti Tūpito  

Waiata-a-Ringa Ngāti Kōtuku Hāmua/Hāpōtiki  Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tūpito  

Poi Ahitahi Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Tūpito  

Haka Ngāti Tūpito Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Tūpito  

Whakawatea Araukuku Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Ringi  Ngāti Tūpito  

Tautohetohe Tūwhakaaehu Rangitaawhi  Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Tūpito  

Sports Parade Ngāti Hine Ngāti Tūpito  Rangitaawhi  Ngāti Tanewai  

Netball Tuatahi 
Ngāti Tūpito/                     
Ngāti Tanewai  

Hāmua/Hāpōtiki  Rangitaawhi  

Touch Rugby Hāpōtiki Ngā Ariki  Hāmua/Hāpōtiki  Rangitaawhi  

Volleyball Hāmua Hāmua/Hāpōtiki  Ngā Ariki  Ngāti Tanewai  

Darts  Rūnanga  Hāmua/Hāpōtiki  Rangitaawhi  Ngāti Tanewai  

Ki-O-Rahi  Rūnanga  
Ngāti Tanewai &                 
Ngā Ariki  

Ngāti Tūpito  Rangitaawhi  

Basketball Rūnanga  Ngāti Ringi  Rangitaawhi  Ngā Ariki  

Golf  Rūnanga  
Ngāti Tanewai &         
Hāmua/Hāpōtiki  

Ngati Tūpito  Ahitahi  

Festival Aggregate Rūnanga  
Ngāti Ringi &                   
Rangitaawhi  

Ngāti Tanewai  Ngāti Tūpito  
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Mahuri Tipene  
Mahuri, Martha, Aunty Ma, Aunty 

Midge, Nanny Ma, Nan– it doesn’t 

matter which name you know her by, 

you know she has has one of the       

biggest hearts beating for all             

Ngāti Ruanui tamariki. 

She loves unconditionally and has     

devoted her life to ensuring our youth 

grow up to have bright, safe futures. 

“I enjoy every bit of it,” she says. 

“I enjoy helping and seeing people    

develop.”  

 

“Hopefully I made a difference in their lives. It’s so rewarding to see them grow.” 

Her voluntary efforts as a Taranaki Victim Support worker, a Matua Whāngai caregiver, a Kōhanga Reo volunteer,  

a Kaikaranga, with the Māori Womens Welfare League and a champion for anyone in need have helped many. 

As a victim support worker, Whaea Mahuri wasn’t just on a committee that helped direct processes, she was also 

working at ground-level with victims referred to the service. 

“I just helped and advised them, supported them, it was talking with them really– that can help. We didn’t judge 

people, I think that means a lot because people judge too much and it doesn’t help.” 

Whaea Mahuri is a Kaikaranga helping support and encourage the next generation of Kaikaranga through a series 

of workshops based at Pariroa Pā.  

At least 20 women travel from across Aotearoa New Zealand to attend the workshops. “It’s good that they’re     

willing to come back and learn because it’s not always an easy task.” 

While in workshops they learn Te Reo Māori, the correct karakia and when to use each form, spiritual connection 

and the importance of continuing Kaikaranga traditions. 

“It’s got to be done. I think it’s the spirituality that keeps me going. I’m always praying within myself and that 

keeps me going.” 

Always physically active, Whaea Mahuri travels between Australia and Aotearoa, the children she had with        

beloved late husband Wiremu (Bill) Tipene, grandchildren and great grandchildren are peppered throughout both 

countries, but Hawera is always home. 

Whaea Mahuri worked in early childhood for over 35 years. She loves helping children to develop into the next 

generation of proud Ngāti Ruanui. 

“To see them now… it’s so rewarding. I’m so proud of each of them.” 

 

He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata. 

 

May we grow to be just like you, Whaea Mahuri Tipene. 
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Berry Farm grows potential for Ngāti Ruanui Uri 
The Pātea Primary School land will soon be a producing 

Berry Farm. 

Grown in tunnel houses by Ngāti Ruanui uri, the        

blueberries will mostly be sold to overseas markets. 

We’re still in ground preparation and building stages at 

the moment but the mahi is moving quickly. 

Blueberries provide some of the highest returns, higher 

than dairy. We’re creating New Zealand’s next high-value 

horticultural export category. 

Ngāti Ruanui, as part of the Hautupua Limited            

partnership, owns the Intellectual Property rights of this 

berry. 

Hautupua is the governing partner for Miro Limited Partnership- an investment partnership made up of               

Ngāti Ruanui, Miro Berry Te Puna, Te Teko, Ngāti Hauā, Pahoia and Tauranga- allowing Iwi to determine their     

economic future and bring life back to land, hapū and communities. 

Our specially-designed blueberries will be grown in pots using the latest in tank farming technologies. 

This is the first of two berry farms the Iwi are developing. A major part of this  kaupapa is providing employment for 

Uri living in South Taranaki. The combined farms are expected to employ up to 80 at peak times.  

Ngāti Ruanui Holdings expects the site to be producing export berries for distribution by 2023 with an expected 

return of 18 to 22 per cent. 

The tunnel house framing at the new Pātea berry farm site. 
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Te Reo Māori Revitalisation Strategy   

Te Reo Māori has been highlighted as a key focus for Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust so we’re working on a      

revitalisation strategy for Ngāti Ruanui Uri. 

We’ve put together a key team of Te Reo Māori-focused people to identify the best way forward. The aim is to   

create something easy to access and appealing to all Uri, no matter their current Te Reo knowledge or use.  

The team all have previous experience in the revitalisation of our beautiful language and will keep you updated 

with the process. 

The team: 

While it is still early days, the team is focused and motivated to find the best way forward for Ngāti Ruanui Uri.       

If you have something to contribute, email office@ruanui.co.nz and let us know your feedback. 

Haimona Maruera 

Rukutai Watene 

Shay King 

 

Jenny Kershaw 

Tauke King 

Peeti Watene 

 

Diane Luke 

Archie Hurunui 

Tipene O’Brien  

Kingi Kiriona 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer 



 8 

An Inspiring Year with 2NUiCODE 
It’s been a busy and successful year for our 2NUiCODE students and their tutors. 

2NUiCODE runs a multi-layered programme which teams up with 

schools to provide innovation classes as well as an after-school 

programme. 

This year, innovation station students have been involved with the 

setting up and execution of a recycling strategic plan, digital 

search and robotics STEM workshops, community initiatives     

designed to give-back while teaching digital technologies, and 

learning new artistic skills. 

The game development students have focused on building a 

skilled League of Legends game. 

“Currently the most played game online, the goal for these Rangatahi is to compete with other local LOL school 

teams and venture into the international realm,” says Whaea Marea Rudolph, 2NUiCODE educator. 

“The after school program began the year by introducing a STEAM learning program focusing on a combination of 

science, technology, engineering, environment, art and math skills. 

“Students participated in and bought home a prize from the Energy skills NZ Science Fair.” 

Not only that but Rangatahi got real-world experience as they explored their whakapapa during an educational trip 

to Dunedin. 

The Coding Club has had 40 students through the doors each week with local schools now bringing students to   

individualised programmes at 2NUiCODE. 

Most recently, they were inspired by a multitude of speakers. 

In November, 15 Ngāti Ruanui Rangatahi attended a one-day workshop headlined by Māori singer/songwriter/

performer Stan Walker. This event “Taiohi Tū” was hosted by Tui Ora Ltd in New Plymouth.  

The goal was to provide inspiration, teaching youth to see their ‘flaws’ as assets and to seek out the opportunities 

that will build their futures.  

In December, we were visited by Gary Bolles, a Google Consultant based at Silicon Valley, California! 

Uncle G came to develop a design-thinking 

process within Rangatahi. Students came 

away from this experience inspired and   

focused on the future. 

One of Uncle G’s key messages was that no 

idea is too big, too small or too crazy. 

A design-focused mindset uses every 

thought to generate the next big idea.  

We’re looking forward to expanding these 

thoughts in 2019. 
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The political influence of 

Ngāti Ruanui is growing.  

 

As well as being members of the Taranaki 

Regional Economic Development TAPUAE 

ROA and Māori Tourism New Zealand, 

Ngāti Ruanui is constantly advising and 

lobbying various departments.  

 

Ngāti Ruanui is currently developing 

National Planning Standards with the 

Ministry for Environment and has made a 

large number of submissions on your 

behalf. 

Community 

Awards   

Two of our esteemed pahake, Mahuri Tipene and 

Hemi Ngarewa received South Taranaki Citizens 

Awards recently. 

The awards recognise outstanding members of 

South Taranaki who, through their voluntary 

efforts, have made a difference to the wider   

community. 

Koro Hemi and Whaea Mahuri are both devoted 

to helping our tamariki and rangatahi live happy 

and full lives.  

You can read more about Whaea Mahuri on page 

4 of this Te Pou Kōrero. You’ll be able to read 

more about Koro Hemi in the next edition. 

Ko ēnei tokorua ngā amorangi ki mua, ko tātou te 

iwi, ngai hāpai ō ki muri, these two great leaders 

inspire us with their efforts and we the iwi will 

follow.  
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Benefit Update for 

Uri Card Holders    
Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust is continuously     

working to add new benefits for the 7800 Uri issued 

with an Iwi Membership Card. 

We can now announce cardholders are entitled to a  

discount at the South Taranaki District Council Hawera 

Aquatic Centre. 

Another new bonus is that cardholders will no longer 

have to pay overdue fees at South Taranaki District   

Libraries.  

All registered Uri are entitled to an Iwi Membership 

Card. If you need more information, visit our website at 

www.ruanui.co.nz or call 0800 Ruanui and the team will 

help you out. 

 

ALL BENEFITS 

-NEW: No fees on overdue libraries books at South    

 Taranaki District Libraries 

-NEW: Discount at South Taranaki District Council     

 Hawera Aquatic Centre  

-Free GP visits at Ngāti Ruanui Healthcare, Hāwera, and 

 Pātea Medical Centre 

-Discount on Hearing Tests at Ngati Ruanui Healthcare 

-Discount at Hāwera Cinema 

-Discounted South Taranaki District Council green waste 

 service 

-Discounted Childcare at Te Puawaitanga o                 

 Ngāti Ruanui ECE 

-Discount on purchases at Noel Leeming 

-Discount at Stratford Mountain House  
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The rural Turuturu Road location, on 

the outskirts of Hawera township, is a 

place of cultural significance because it 

has an onsite pa. 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust was 

commissioned to provide the South 

Taranaki District Council with a 

Cultural Impact Assessment Report 

before subdivision consent was 

granted. 

As part of a list of recommendations, it 

was asked that there be a permanent 

pou onsite to respectfully mark the 

cultural significance. 

Kaumatua Sandy Parata and Nigel 

Nuku placed temporary Pou  in situ on 

Tuesday October 23.  

A permanent carving is being prepared 

and will be installed early next year. 

South Taranaki District Council has 

granted consent for the Turuturu Road 

subdivision. 

A permanent pou is to be 

installed at the site of a new 

Turuturu Road subdivision. 
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Coronial Services   

We have been having ongoing discussions with the Ministry of Justice as we work through recent changes to       
Taranaki coronial services. 

All unexplained deaths will now be dealt with in either Hamilton or Palmerston North.  

It is intended that tūpāpaku will be transported by local funeral services and then returned.  

We are working to put in place arrangements and supports for whānau needing to travel long distances with their 
loved ones, including appropriate accommodation, facilities and information as they navigate the service. 

Some progress has been made and we now have direct contact with coronial services. This will help us to assist 
with whānau care and prioritise cases to ensure a faster return to whānau.  

It also means we can support the facilities to properly prepare for whānau arrivals. 

We are still working to manage longer travel times and longer term accommodation assistance. We aim to ensure 
services in South Taranaki are comparable to those in New Plymouth. 

These discussions are ongoing. 

Seabed Mining  
The push to prevent seabed mining in the South Taranaki Bight continues.  

Earlier this year, the High Court declined the Trans Tasman Resources (TTR) application to mine an area of Pātea 
Coastline for ironsand.  

On November 22 2018 the Court of Appeal considered submissions lodged against this High Court decision. 

The Judges wanted to clarify the cross-appeal points and provide some further direction to cross-appellants.  

An appeal to the Court of Appeal is not automatically accepted so the Court is still determining if the case will be 
heard.  

Formal acceptance of the case is likely to come through 
prior to Christmas but the hearing will not take place until 
2019.  

We will continue to keep you updated as we fight to 
protect our coastline and this precious ocean resource. 
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Christmas is approaching fast and at Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust, we are all looking forward 

to some rest and relaxation as we recharge and prepare for the coming year. 

This has been a year of extremes as we watched our rangatahi programmes grow and excel,   

exceeding all initial expectations, won the High Court at Wellington Appeal against seabed     

mining and reconnected with whānau through Te Rā o Ruaputahanga 2018. 

The sadness experienced  by those involved in the receiving of our two gifts from                      

Tangaroa– Utungia and Mana-Kura-Tangi-Pō– was balanced by the overwhelming feeling that we 

were participating in a precious ancient tradition that we could gift to our rangatahi.  

We will continue to fight for your rights in all available aspects. We focus on improving             

educational outcomes while generating a vibrant future for all. 

Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust wish you all the best for the festive season. Be safe, be well and 

we look forward to seeing you all in 2019. 

Meri Kirihimete 

Me ngā mihi o te tau hou 
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