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NO SEABED MINING  
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NGATI RUANUI CELEBRATES 

Ngati Ruanui wins momentous decision to block Seabed Mining off the Patea Coastline  

 

Ngati Ruanui has won a landmark High Court decision to quash Seabed Mining off the coast of Patea. 

The High Court at Wellington announced on Tuesday August 28, 2018, that it will not allow Trans-Tasman Resources 

(TTR) to mine iron sand off the South Taranaki bight. 

The initial consent has been returned to the Environmental Protection Authority’s (EPA) Decision Making Committee 

(DMC). The Appeal was allowed for two main reasons: the wrong type of conditions were applied to the discharge 

consents and a lack of information means caution should be favoured but wasn’t. 

Through the legal team and QC Francis Cooke, Ngati Ruanui led the charge in this fight, setting out legal errors when 

presenting to the High Court at Wellington. We’ve won this battle twice in four years, for the Iwi and the community 

of Patea, proving that voices and actions count.  

Errors about not establishing environmental standards were key. It’s great to see the High Court judge clearly         

confirming our concerns regarding the lack of information and the environmental impact of seabed mining. 

While Iwi has been the front of this kaupapa, we must acknowledge the whanau, kaumatua and community who have 

supported this battle, including those who donated to the Givealittle campaign to help fund associated expenses. 

We hope the war will end here because this is a clear sign that the EPA did not get things right to start with. TTR can 

choose to appeal this decision within 20 working days of the announcement and if so, we are ready to carry this fight 

to the Supreme Court. 

Ngati Ruanui will continue to stand firmly against this application and keep up the pressure to decline this archaic 

form of economic development. We’ll keep looking at the decision to determine if there is a need to appeal where 

the High Court did not agree with us on certain matters.  

We lead this Kaupapa because it goes to the heart of who we are as tangata whenua, ensuring generations can enjoy 

our shoreline. 

We’re champions for the future. It’s never about us today, it’s got to be about tomorrow.   

We are grateful to everyone who supported our efforts. Together we have achieved something great. 
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Kia tau te rangimarie kia koe Matua Sydney Kershaw. 
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NGATI RUANUI FESTIVAL 

2018 

It’s not too late to register for the 2018                        

Te Ra O  Ruaputahanga (Ngati Ruanui Festival). 

Held at Patea Area School (26 Kent Street, Patea) 

from October 19 to 21, Te Ra o Ruaputahanga is a 

great way to re-connect with whanau, get involved in 

sport and performance, and earn hapu points and 

awards. 

Check out the programme below to plan your        

participation in everything from tautohetohe 

(debating) to Ki-O-Rahi, basketball and kapahaka. 

Your hapu will get points for having a pahake and  

 

rangatahi/tamariki on the team. Your hapu could win 

the event, or even the overall points trophy. 

To sign up for this year’s unmissable event email     

office@ruanui.co.nz or call 0800 RUANUI. The team 

will reply with a link to the online registration form. 
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Sydney Kershaw’s services to Maori Performing Arts are exceptional.  

A staunch believer in the Kaupapa of performance, korero, and prayer to 

keep our traditions alive, Sydney has been a devoted member of the Patea 

Maori Club since its inception.  

He was a performing member of the group as part of the  iconic world-wide 

hit song Poi E and its subsequent music video. He’s still performing as well as 

tutoring Taranaki Ki Te Tonga Taikura (the 50+ age group). 

He’s also a great believer in the opportunities provided by education. “We 

tell our mokopuna that schooling is most important because that’s where you 

set a base for wherever you want to climb to.” 

His can-do-will-do attitude not only helped him in his career as a meat      

inspector but also in his work as an advocate for the performing arts. He’s 

visited Papa New Guinea, the Philippines, the United States of America, Hong Kong, China, Japan, the United     

Kingdom and more.  

He and wife Anne recently received a long service Tohu Motuhake at Te Matatini Kapa Haka Festival to honour their 

services to Maori Performing Arts. “We were ambassadors. We’ve travelled the world but we’ve done our dash now, 

it’s time for the younger people to step in and experience these opportunities.” 

A Justice of the Peace since 1999, he was approached by former Patea Mayor Scott Mackay and felt called to help 

those around him. This focus on helping and supporting others has spread through his voluntary hospital-based      

pastoral care. 

“It began because of family but it grew and now I visit anyone who needs a friendly face,” he says. 

He believes in the power of support and its aid in recovery and is happy to give this to whomever is in need.  

It aligns well with his work as a voluntary Minita-a-Iwi (non-ordained Maori Minister) with New Zealand Methodist 

Church’s Maori division.  

“It helps keep the whanau bond strong, it’s like a family reunion at every service.” 

Sydney travels each week from Patea to New Plymouth, Hawera and Wellington to perform services including     

weddings, baptism and Tangi/funerals.  

Whanau comes first with Sydney Kershaw. He is available at all hours of the day and night. As a Kaumatua for        

Ngati Ruanui, he is often called on at short notice and makes himself available to the South Taranaki Uri. 

It comes naturally to Sydney. As a young adult he first moved to the Bay of Islands for work and set up a life enjoying 

the things they loved, a KapaHaka group and playing for local rugby clubs, before moving back to his home-town of 

Patea to finish raising his two younger sisters. 

He’s still an on-call meat inspector and enjoys fitting that job around his charitable works. 

His voluntary work as a Fisheries Officer means being available at all times to issue permits, check catches, write    

reports and keep records. He does this because of this devotion to supporting people. He’s busy almost every minute 

of every day and that’s the way he likes life to be. 

He considers it an honour to have been involved in any and every experience. Especially when those opportunities 

have taken him to the stage. 

“I just love singing, I just love getting involved and I want others to share in that joy.” 

In reality, it is the people around him who have been lucky to know and be affected by him. 
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Ka tau te pai, may we all grow to be just you, Matua Sydney Kershaw. 

NGATI RUANUI PROUD  
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It’s business as usual for Patea with the benefit of 

regular on-site doctors as Ngati Ruanui  purchases 

the  Patea Medical centre. 

Ngati Ruanui Holdings Limited took over on Wednesday 
August 1 2018. 

The former owners, Patea and District Community      
Medical Trust 2000 (Patea Medical Trust), struggled to 
locate a permanent doctor for the community after their 
last doctor left on Friday June 30, 2017. 

This is part of an overall economic investment strategy,      
empowering our people and the Patea community.  

This acquisition will provide health certainty and          
wellbeing for all residents of Patea. 

A mixture of Ngati Ruanui doctors and locums will begin   
working in Patea, ensuring there is a permanent team of    
doctors providing back up and support. 

It builds on our existing strategy for a healthy productive, 
innovative, export-orientated regional economy that will 
support better paying jobs and better quality of life. 

 

The MaiHealth virtual doctor network- implemented with  
Doctor Lance O’Sullivan in 2017 when Patea residents 
needed access to care- will continue to operate.  

The structure works for patients with straightforward 
medical needs, organising same day scripts through a  
simple online system. 

Patients needing more thorough medical attention have 
been travelling as far as Hawera and Whanganui for care 
when a doctor has not been available. 

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust chairman Haimona 
Maruera says it is critical to invest in social and economic 
wellbeing through our people. “I’m proud to be born and 
raised in Patea, it’s a community of stamina, resilience and 
huge talent. This is so exciting.” 

The 2018 Pou Tuara Election  

process has begun.  

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust hold       

elections to select the Pou Tuara 

(trustees) and alternate Pou Tuara 

(alternate trustees) for each of the 16 

Hapu, every three years. 

Hapu are: Araukuku, Ahitahi, Hamua, 

Hapotiki, Kotuku, Nga Ariki, Ngati 

Hawe, Ngati Hine, Ngati Ringi, Ngati 

Takou,  Ngati Tanewai, Ngati Tupaea,              

Ngati Tupito, Rangitaawhi, Tuatahi 

and Tuwhakaaehu. 

Every registered Hapu member 18 

years and over is eligible to vote.     

Nominations are being accepted until 

Monday September 17, 5pm. Election 

meeting notices will be released   

publicly on Saturday September 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Voting is scheduled to open on      

Friday September 28.  

Voting papers will be distributed to    

registered hapu members with               

up-to-date contact information. 

If your information may need          

updating the get sorted by contacting 

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust   

office: email office@ruanui.co.nz or  

call 0800 Ruanui. 

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust    

office, 74 Princes Street Hawera, will 

also have a voting booth available 

Monday to Friday, 8am to 5pm. 

The last day to cast a vote will be   

Sunday October 28, at the Election 

meeting, at Hawera’s TSB Hub,     

Camberwell Road. 

All votes will be counted and written         

declarations made by end-of-day   

Friday November 09. 

Uri will be notified of the election  

results on or by Friday November 16. 

The first meeting of the Pou Tuara   

elected for the term November     

2018-November 2021 will be on                    

Sunday November 18 at                            

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust,     

74 Princes Street, Hawera. 
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POU TUARA ELECTIONS  

PATEA MEDICAL 

CENTRE 
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MIRO BERRY FARM  

There is daily progress at 

the site of our new Patea 

Berry Farm. Organic berries 

will be grown in tunnels,  

without sprays and watered 

using a reticulation system 

with water bladder and rain 

catchment. The innovative      

technology is designed to 

engineer the growth of our  

patented berries for both the local and export markets. 

We are still in the preparatory stages but will be calling 

for workers in the near future. 

 

NGATI RUANUI HEALTHCARE  

Ngati Ruanui Healthcare 

now is now the second 

largest GP Practice in the 

region with over 7000 

patients registered. In 

the last 12 months we 

have commenced a  

budgeting service. If you 

would like to connect to our budgeting services please 

give us a call. As a registered patient of Ngati Ruanui 

Healthcare with an iwi membership card, you’re entitled 

to free GP visits. Please remember to have the iwi card 

with you to ensure you can obtain this benefit. The     

Practice is open from 8.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday 

phone 06 278 1310.   

 

STRATFORD MOUNTAIN HOUSE  

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a beautiful time of year to visit the award winning 

Stratford Mountain House. Rod and Lynne Pulman and 

their experienced team are always delighted to see Uri. 

Anyone with an iwi membership card gets 10 per cent off 

their award-winning meal. 

 

TE PUAWAITANGA O NGATI RUANUI - ECE 

Te Puawaitanga O  Ngati 

Ruanui has a new Head 

Teacher, Makere Gerrard. 

Makere is working with the 

ECE team to strengthen our   

whanau bilingual-based   

service. Planning has started 

on a new outdoor playground for the tamariki, watch this 

space! Enrolments at ECE are being accepted and a 10 

percent discount on fees with the iwi membership card. 

Phone 06 278 3529.   

 

NGATI RUANUI TE KOHANGA REO  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ngati Ruanui Te Kohanga Reo continues to operate with a 

full roll. This facility even has a waiting list of tamariki  

eager to join. The Kohanga team (Shirleen, Tara, Missy 

and Latoia) welcome whanau involvement so please come 

and chat with us at the centre. Phone 06 278 5224.    

 

MAI HEALTH 

Our ground-breaking   

service, Mai Health, is 

perfect for your non-

urgent and non-serious 

health issues. Register 

with Rachel Rae or Janine 

Manuera, our Digital 

Health Deputies, to access technologically innovative 

support with health care needs for you and your whanau. 

Do not leave your GP to access this service, it should  

complement the important care that they provide. The 

virtual clinic is open Monday to Friday from 10am to 3pm 

at the Patea Maori Club or by calling or texting 027 518 

2759. 
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NGATI RUANUI ENTERPRISE 
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Te Runanga O Ngati Ruanui Trust has 

developed a mobile app specifically 

to share Iwi-related information with 

Uri. 

This easy-use app features the latest 

Ngati Ruanui panui, upcoming events 

calendar, photos, a rohe map and a        

for-purchase merchandise section. 

Recently, this app underwent a big    

update. We can now send push          

notifications directly to your device.  

If you haven’t already received any of 

these, you may need to re– download 

the app. 

To access the latest features, delete 

the app from your device and       

 

re-download it from the Google Play 

store. 

If your device is an iPhone the        

process is a little different.  

Download PWA Browser from the 

app store. Once installed, search the 

PWA Browser for “Ngati Ruanui” and 

follow the instructions. 

NGATI RUANUI APP 

Recent changes to the Ministry of Justice’s service 

delivery model mean that from October 1 2018, all 

Taranaki Tupapaku needing autopsy/post mortem 

operations will be taken out-of-region– most likely 

to Palmerston North or Hamilton. 

They could even be taken to mortuaries in Auckland. 

Facilities and funds to accommodate whanau near 

these locations do not exist, neither does support 

staffing or resources to cope with these families. 

We’ve heard recent stories of families sleeping in 

cars because they can’t afford the costs associated 

with staying near their Taonga. 

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust is working with the 

Ministry of Justice and Justice Minister Andrew Little 

to prevent whanau disempowerment and to ensure 

cultural needs are catered for.  

We’re also campaigning for the upgrade of         

mortuary facilities at Taranaki Base Hospital so that 

there is no need to move any person out-of-region. 

We want facilities to have space to accommodate 

whanau, staff to support and funding to take the   

financial pressure off families during an already 

stressful time. 

It is important for all Uri to realise that they have the 

right to reject autopsy and/or post-mortem,           

although the Coroner can overrule the family if the 

circumstances are considered suspicious. 

Some (1-2) bereaved should be allowed to stay with 

their whanau and only separated for the operation.  

South Taranaki Funeral Directors are charged with 

the responsibility of taking care of your Tupapaku 

and they are there to support and advocate for you.  

You can request the whakatakataka tupapaku 

(funeral directors) are present during the operation 

as a whanau representative.  

If you’re unsure about the rights of families and you 

need to know, make sure to ask the funeral director, 

their job is to support you. 

TARANAKI CORONIAL SERVICE 

Everything you need to know, right at your  fingertips. 

Ngati Ruanui continues to advocate for the restoration of coronial services within Taranaki. 

That’s all there is to it, you’re           

connected! 

 

Check it regularly, look out for        

occasional notifications and enjoy 

being connected to the latest 

panui and parongo. 
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NEXT GENERATION 

INNOVATION 

2NUiCODE and Fonterra set building blocks 

for a brighter future 

As we develop a successful next generation of innovators, 

we continuously seek ways to help them learn and grow. 

During the July 2018 school holidays, six 15 year-old     

rangatahi attended a two day workshop partnered with 

Fonterra and PKW. 

Visiting the factory laboratories, storage facilities,      

Nowells Lake, and Fonterra farms opened students eyes to 

work actually being done within our Rohe and potential  

career paths. 

Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui Trust Development Officer 

Vincent Nuku says it’s about giving them the knowledge 

that they have a wide range of choices in life. 

“They can do and be anything, it just depends on what 

they want to do.” 

Fonterra and Farmsource are so much more to this       

community than just a factory, he said.  

They provide career opportunities in many areas for all 

ability and interest streams. 

Head of Farmsource Fonterra Taranaki region, Scott 

Walls, spoke to students about remembering to ensure 

their proverbial headlights were on high beam– so they 

could look as brightly and as far into the future as         

possible. All students who attended the workshop         

regularly attend 2NUiCODE and benefit from a wide 

range of experiences and opportunities both in and out of 

the classroom environment. 
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Our rangatahi will inherit the earth so 

at 2NUiCODE we’re not just teaching 

them to think innovatively, they’re 

learning to mobilise that skill in the 

wider community as well. 

Innovation Station students from   

Patea Area School, who attend    

workshops every Thursday, are     

coming up with ways to harness   

technology as they spend the term 

exploring education outside the  

classroom. 

2NUiCODE educator Marea Rudolph   

says it has been a very successful    

exercise. “What good is ability and 

experience if we 

can’t apply it in the 

real world to benefit 

the community as 

well,” she says. 

“The rangatahi have 

responded well, 

they’re enjoying education outside 

the classroom and learning about real 

world cause-and-effect as well as  

benefiting within the classroom.” 

So far, rangatahi have taught tamariki 

at Te Puawaitanga o Ngati Ruanui 

how to learn while having fun with 

simple technologies, 

spent a morning       

collecting rubbish 

around town, baked 

cupcakes in support of 

the Kai Kitchen and are 

hoping to visit             

Te Korimako o Taranaki offices later 

in September 2018. 

2NUiCODE educators will continue to 

seek these important opportunities 

for rangatahi to grow in spirit and 

mind. 

 

 

 

INNOVATIVE COMPASSION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 
Aroha, Support and  Technological Innovations… 

Students Tekiri King and Chelsea Kumeroa, centre, with Fonterra Farmsource Taranaki 

regional head Scott Walls and, most left and most right, 2NUiCODE  educators   

Vincent Nuku and Marea Rudolph. 


