


As we got news of a global pandemic and its massive risks to Aotearoa,

Ngāti Runaui began gathering information and putting in place plans to

ensure the iwi was able to respond effectively. 

When it became clear that COVID-19 had arrived on our shores,

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer established a Ngāti Ruanui Pandemic

Response Group and put in place a response plan that was refined as

new information came through to ensure agile and quick responses.

The key focus was to help lead people through the pandemic and

protect our w’akapapa, while communicating with w’ānau and doing

everything possible to support them through lockdown. 
The iwi identified all uri who could be vulnerable including kaumātua
and established an 0800 number and digital communication hub to
pass on messaging and key information, offering other South Taranaki
iwi the opportunity to tap into this. Over the course of the lockdown
period, a series of care packages were distributed to w’ānau,
particularly kaumātua, to support them with kai, essential goods, and
sanitation items while at home.
There was regular and frequent engagement with Taranaki District

Health Board and the regional civil defence response. And the iwi

worked alongside w’anaunga iwi to provide leadership on key regional

and national groups, including the National Iwi Chairs Forum Pandemic

Response Group, which Debbie co-chaired. At the height of the

response there were multiple daily engagements with the Crown,

including ministers and senior government officials.

A COVID-19 testing site for South Taranaki was established at Ngāti

Ruanui Healthcare in Te ‘Āwera and the iwi centralised the flow of

information from healthcare clinics in Te ‘Āwera and Pātea. Pop- up 

testing clinics were also set up in Waverley, Stratford, Pātea and

Eltham. 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
NGĀTI RUANUI RESPONSE



Ngāti Ruanui kaumātua and pā’ake established Te Kā’ui Tikanga

o Te Tonga which developed guidelines for tangi’anga during

lockdown and supported w’ānau pani to liaise with authorities and

ensure that they were able to farewell their mate appropriately. 

Right throughout the pandemic Ngāti Ruanui and other w’anaunga

iwi in Taranaki have united and worked together to protect the

region. At no time was this more evident than in the collective

efforts to protect regional borders and discourage inter-regional

travel, which saw Ngāti Ruanui and Ngārua'ine establishing an iwi

checkpoint at Pātea, and w’anaunga iwi protecting the northern

border at Urenui. 

In response to news in early August of a second wave of COVID-

19 centred on a cluster in Auckland, Ngāti Ruanui reactivated it’s

response and put in place a resurgence plan. As with the earlier

outbreak, the iwi worked alongside the other iwi Taranaki who and

are working with the Taranaki Mayoral Forum and other regional

groups, calling for a regional bubble and national resources for

checkpoints. Ngāti Ruanui Health resources have again been

mobilised and free testing for w’ānau put in place. 

The iwi response team are also focused on recovery efforts,

supporting w’ānau with the impacts of lockdowns and preparing

for how the iwi continue to respond to COVID-19 and the long-

term risks it poses to our people, our economy and our

w'akapapa. 

As we look to the future, w’ānau, ‘apū and iwi Māori across the

motu are doing what we have always done; moving quickly to

adapt to our new reality and doing everything we can to protect

our w’akapapa and generations yet to come.

You should keep track of where you’ve

been and who you’ve seen. This helps

with rapid contact tracing if it’s required.

2 metres in public and in retail stores, like

supermarkets and clothes shops.

1 metre in most other places like

workplaces, cafes, restaurants, and

gyms.

You must wear a face covering on public

transport and are encouraged to wear

face coverings in situations where

physical distancing is not possible, like in

shops.

It’s important that you use basic hygiene

measures, including washing your hands,

coughing or sneezing into your elbow and

cleaning surfaces.

For Auckland regions social gatherings

must not exceed 10 people.

Funerals and tangihanga may have up

to 50 people.

For the rest of New Zealand no more

than 100 people at gatherings, including

weddings, funerals and tangihanga.

Tips to surviving Level 2:
Keep track of where you’ve been

Physical distancing

Face coverings

Good hygiene

Gatherings, events and public venues

For Covid-19 Support
Ring 0800 RUANUI
Monday to Friday

9am to 4pm

For Covid-19 Support
Ring 0800 RUANUI
Monday to Friday

9am to 4pm



 It failed to address whether the permit would be consistent with protecting the environment from pollution.

It failed to address Te Tiriti principles and mana w’enua’s kaitiakitanga relationship with the moana.

In September 2019 our seabed mining case went before the Court of Appeal. This was the third time that we’ve

been in the courts to stop seabed mining. We were incredibly well represented by our legal team including QC

Richard Fowler and Justine Inns as well as stellar young wā’ine Māori lawyers Horiana Irwin-Easthorpe and

Natalie Coates. Ngāti Ruanui w’ānau were optimistic as they left the hearings.

It turned out the optimism wasn’t misplaced. In early March 2020 the Court of Appeal released their decision on

the case. The Court found multiple errors by both the EPA’s decision-making committee and the High Court,

including:

It was a historic decision and huge win for Ngāti Ruanui to stop any plans for seabed mining off our coast. The

ruling will set precedents that will have national and international implications in terms of both environmental and

Treaty law. As Uncle Sandy Parata said when learning of the news, “we created history w’ānau”.

With the news of the win, TTR lodged an application to appeal the decision in the Supreme Court.. This means

we will be back in court yet again. The legal team are expecting the hearing to be in November 2020. 

As kaitiaki, Ngāti Ruanui are clear that they will do whatever we can to protect the moana and will not give up

this fight. We are also focused on a seabed mining ban and are actively campaigning and lobbying for that.

HISTORICAL WIN
FOR OUR IWI
 



Uncle Turangapito Parata has dedicated his life to serving others and

upholding Ngāti Ruanui traditions.  Uncle Turangapito or Uncle Sandy as

he is better known as, was awarded the Queen’s Service Medal for his

services to Māori, health and youth as part of the 2020 New Year

Honours list.

An accolade Uncle Sandy humbly said he accepted on behalf of his iwi of

Ngāti Ruanui, not himself.

Born and raised here in ‘Āwera, Uncle Sandy has committed much of his

life to serving his iwi holding the seat as a trustee of Te Runanga o Ngāti

Ruanui Trust from 2007 to 2018.  He was instrumental in setting up the

first iwi owned and operated GP service and served as its’ chairman from

1998 to 2012.

Uncle Sandy devoted his time to rangata'i for more than 20 years, as a

volunteer mentor for the Department of Corrections.  The role saw him

take youth under his wing and onto the marae “teaching them how smart

their ancestors were” and “giving them a chance to change their thinking”.

As well as raising their seven tamariki, Uncle Sandy and Aunty Lorna also

helped to raise other tamariki in the state-approved youth care home.

Amongst all of this Uncle Sandy also played rugby and off the field was a

committee member of the ‘Āwera Rugby Club and the Taranaki Māori

rugby team.  Now days he enjoys watching his mokopuna rip up the

sports fields.

At 76 years old, there are no signs of Uncle Sandy slowing down, in his

role as kaumatua Uncle Sandy is often out blessing new buildings,

supporting kaupapa and troubleshooting on iwi issues. 

QUEENS SERVICE 
MEDAL

"Uncle
Turangapito
Parata has 

dedicated his
life to upholding

Ngāti Ruanui
traditions".



Note from the Tumu Whakaae Haimona Maruera Jnr: 
As you know since Te Tiriti was signed our iwi and 'apu have been constantly
fighting against legislation and policies that affect our w'ānau, w'enua and
wai.  Since the Foreshore and Seabed Act we have continued to fight for our
moana including over the last 6 years challenging and winning in the courts to
stop seabed mining as consecutive Governments have not banned seabed
mining.  To take on political challenges we need to be heard and seen in
Wellington, which has been difficult since W'aea Tariana left. So this year we
have taken the opportunity to change that by endorsing our Kaiarataki Debbie
Ngarewa-Packer to stand as our Te Tai Hauāuru Candidate for Māori Party. 
Now also the Co-leader of the Party.
As an iwi we were pleased to see many of our environmental submissions
adopted in the Māori Party Climate Change policy that establishes a fund
which will support our region and Aotearoa to transition away from the oil and
gas sector and synthetic fertilisers towards clean technology, renewable
energy and regenerative agriculture. Moving our w'ānau, 'apu and marae
away from expensive energy bills and into cheaper cost of living.  Less bills,
means more kai on the table, healthier homes, better learning and the
opportunity for better earning. We also saw our approach to the protection of
our Wai, resourcing our sports people and the need to look after our w'ānau
post-coved included in their W'ānau First, Sports and Water policies. 
We are asking w'ānau to Believe in You, Believe in Me, Believe in Māori. We
need to believe in our own capacity to drive our own solutions and lead our
own development and political advancement. The vision is for an Aotearoa
where we are free to exercise our mana motu'ake, where our people can
thrive as our true selves, where we have enough to put kai on the table, and
where we live in harmony with Papatuanuku, Tangaroa and our atua, and
where our w'ānau are put first.  

Authorised by D Ngarewa-Packer, 74 Princes Street Hawera. 



Voting for a party:

Voting for an electorate candidate

Voting in the referendums

ELECTION INFORMATION:
You can vote for a party and a candidate, or vote for only one or the other
— it's your choice. Voting in the referendums is optional. You can also
choose to vote in only one referendum if you want to.

Your party vote is for the political party you want to be in government.
On the left side of your election voting paper, tick the circle next to the
name of the party you choose. You can only vote for one party.

Your electorate vote is for the candidate you would like to be the member
of Parliament for the area you live in.
On the right side of your election voting paper, tick the circle next to the
name of the candidate you choose. You can only vote for one candidate.

On your voting paper for the referendums, vote by placing a tick next to
your answer to each referendum question. You can answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’.
Sample voting paper for the referendums

All Election information has been obtained from https://vote.nz/voting/get-ready-to-
vote/how-to-vote/



2NUiCODE are excited to be offering Esports NZQA credits
to Pātea Area School students this year.  Pātea Area School
students have been attending Esports game development
classes at 2NUiCODE for the past three years building their
skills and knowledge in playing the popular Esports game
League of Legends.  This year the Pātea Area School
students will work towards achieving 13 credits and will learn
about human computer interactions, develop a digital media
outcome and challenge themselves to create a digital
prototype. The first Esports program of this type will see
students walk away with NZQA credits as well as the same
skills associated with traditional sports such as
teamwork,commitment, sportsmanship skills and resilience. 
Pātea Area School students have signed up two League of
Legends competitive high school league teams this year and
we wish them a successful season!  

Te Ra o Ruaputa'anga
Ngāti Ruanui Festival
2020 has been
cancelled due to
Covid-19.

The next Taranaki
Tumai  Festival will be
hosted by Ngāti Ruanui 
on 26th - 28th
November 2021 at the
Hub in Te 'Awera.

EVENT UPDATES

ESPORTS NZQA CREDITS FOR PĀTEA AREA SCHOOL



In February 2020 there was an ammonia leak at the Silver Fern Farms (SFF) meat processing plant in Te

‘Āwera. Debbie Ngarewa-Packer was contacted by numerous distressed Ngāti Ruanui w’ānau who work at

SFF following the ammonia leak and emergency alert. She has requested a review around hazardous

substance protocols and how staff welfare for our w'ānau is applied with emergency plans. 

The leak also led to ammonia killing thousands of tuna in the Taw’iti and Tānga’oe awa. This was devastating

for our people who have spent decades restoring tuna populations and who see tuna as kaitiaki and a

barometer of our health as a people. The affects to the awa cannot be overstated - tuna were found dead for

weeks after the spill.

Ngāti Ruanui immediately put a rā’ui on the awa and Debbie led efforts to hold SFF to account for their

environmental negligence. We are now working with Taranaki Regional Council (TRC) and SFF on a plan to

restore the habitat and repopulate the awa with tuna so that we can restore the population and ensure their

survival into the future. Work is also continuing to ensure that measures are put in place to prevent anything

like this happening in the future.  

On the 20th of August it was announced that TRC are laying charges, following working alongside Ngāti

Ruanui to ensure that SFF are held to account. The charges outline that SFF released, without authorisation,

an estimated four tonnes of ammonia into the atmosphere. The water used to minimise the impact of the

ammonia plume entrained the ammonia and contaminated water discharged to the Taw'iti Stream, causing a

major fish (tuna) kill over about a 13km reach. They also note that significant concern is held over SFF’s

actions and their devastating environmental impact on the stream and our kaitiakitanga relationship and our

food supply as an iwi.  

We welcome TRC’s decision to prosecute not as it helps us to achieve justice for the Taw'iti and our tuna, and

it also sends a signal to industry that waterways and the natural environment cannot be treated as a dumping

ground for toxic substances. Given the scale of the devastation, it’s the right decision to lay charges.

REPLENISH OUR
AWA

Silver Fern Farms ammonia leak



WELCOME
TO THE

TEAM

Ngāti Ruanui Healthcare is pleased to have two new doctors joining our team. 
 
Doctor Chris Bohm has returned after working in New Plymouth for a short time. Chris is based at our ‘Āwera Clinic
from Monday through to Thursday each week. Chris is a very experienced doctor and brings a range of clinical skills
to compliment our existing team. 
 
Doctor Deborah Waxman has also joined our team from August and will be specialising in virtual consultations and
will be working from the ‘Āwera Clinic one day a week. Deborah originally trained as a doctor in England but has
worked in New Zealand from 2001 at several GP practices. Deborah  is currently also studying for her law degree at
Auckland University. We are currently looking into providing full video consultations with Deborah as well as the
usual telephone consultations we offer. 
 
We also are lucky to have Doctors Jarrod and Tamsyn Newall working with us each week. 
 
Evening clinics have commenced  (Monday and Tuesday) at ‘Āwera from 5.00pm to 7.00pm with our Nurse
Practitioner Marilyn Chittenden and these have proved very popular. Please contact the healthcare reception team at
‘Āwera or Pātea about using the evening clinic.

3 Months $263.00/ usually $389.00
6 Months $389.00/ usually $509.00
12 Months $599.00/ usually $719.00

 6 Months $19.90 per week/ usually $23.90
12 Months $16.50 per week/ usually $21.90

Te Runanga o Ngāti Ruanui Trust is continuously working to add new
benefits for the 7800 uri issued with an Iwi Membership Card.  All
registered uri are entitled to an Iwi Membership card.  Te Runanga o
Ngāti Ruanui Trust has recently built a partnership with KiwiLife Health
and Fitness based here in ‘Āwera and are now able to offer the
following benefits to Iwi Membership card holders:

Membership Pricing
Full payment option:

Automatic payment option:

IWI MEMBERSHIP



GRANTS LIST
2019/2020

Tūngia te ururua, kia tupu w'akaritorito te
tupu o te 'arakeke

Clear the undergrowth so that the shoots of
the flax will grow.

Education Grants
END OF FINANCIAL YEAR MARCH 2020

SECONDARY

Tarian Luke, Kyahn Rore, Darntye Rore, Legion Nuku, Te Ahu Eru, Mason Kershaw, Amokura

Maruera, Haimona Maruera, Ka-Piata-Te Wairua-O-Te Pounamu Maruera, Leilani Luke, Kimiora

Akapita, Bryn Davison, Riley Davison, Ngamoana-Grace O'Brien Fitzgerald, Arasi Taputoro-Filo,

Matua Robinson, Taumanu Walker, Ngakohu Walker, Maraea Walker, Trinity Kumeroa, Joleon

Katene, Taihakoa Takau, Tuheimoa Maruera, Te Kiri King, Chelsea Kumeroa, Pawhare Packer,

Hamiora Te Aramoana, Leon Wickcliffe, Renata King, Kyla Potaka, Keden Wichman, Tineka

Kumeroa, D'Jonaye Nui-Hinga, Ashanti Cunningham, Demetrius Cunningham, Ngapuke King-

Lepaio, Kayin Katene, Kaya-Rose Kahui, Tre Robinson, Te Pou Tokomanawa Matatahi-Talitonu,

Te Pou Tokomanawa, Ngahuia Wineera, Amaru Grindlay, Nikora Barnes, Laikyn Wakefield-Fowlie,

Kyelani Herewini-Matthews, Tyra Laupama, Jaylyn Laupama, Hawaiki Manutai, Tyrell Butler-

Neilson, Tane Wells, Aiyana Towers, Harmoney Royal, Josie Kumeroa, Kadin Kumeroa.

Tertiary

Bryda Chamberlain, Savanagh Blair Cassidy, Sarah Trinder, Julie Nonoa, Angela Aitken, Taneia

Moka, Olivia Foster, Luke Foster, Nohorua Parata, Rikki-Maria Pakuria, Cha'rel Kaa-Luke,

Jacqueline Broughton, Liam Chamberlain, Conor Aston, Kelsi Strout, Nathan Houkamau, Zak

Martin, Faith Taputoro, Reginanne Herewini, Future Herewini, Zhane Katene, Jodazhe Wall, Karli

Te Aotonga, Ashleigh Manning, Joshua Manning, Awhina Wakefield, Charlanne Te Awhe, Amanda

Terry, Leon Tutauha, Kaitlyn Maaka, Johan Kahui-Mauriri, Sarah Jane Hillman, Teresa Foster,

Katreena Marino, Erena Tahere, Shelton Laupama, Anne-Elizabeth Wharepapa, Kupe Renata,

Georgina Manaia, Macy Duxfield, Makiya Katene, Stacey Marino, Destiny Robinson, Grace Liddy,

Kyra McGoram, Jessica Steele-Johnson, Chelsea Sole, Teresa Wakefield, Madison Durston,

Hersh Bajwa, Tyla Oliver, Benjamin Stewart, Sade Robati, Sarah Trinder, Eli-Cordelle Tamaka,

Katie Ervine, Ella Duxfield, Chiquita Ngeru, Taylor Tuffery. 



GRANTS LIST
2019/2020

Sports Grants
Te Aurere Nottle, Jozahn McCallum, Pikiteora Weston-Jacobson,

Nadya Weston-Jacobson, D'arntye Rore, Precious Eketone, Prinsees

Eketone, Marshall Jnr Eketone, Leilani Nui-Luke, Iraia Roberts, Te

Poutokomanawa Matatahi-Talitonu, Liam Norton, Matua Robinson,

Kyra Robinson, Paipa Robinson, Kupa Robinson, Maaka Robinson,

Ngamoana-Grace O'Brien Fitzgerald, Ngariki Weston, Te Kiri King,

Season Beamsley-Wiari, Dior-Marie Beamsley Wiari, Jeremiah Te

Aramoana, Cjay McMinn, Logan Stoupe, Traiyvaan Nui, Tama

Paratene-Pokai, Wharepapa Paratene-Pokai, Haimona Jnr Maruera,

Hawaiki Manutai, Marika Laupama, Nikita Wharemate, Harmony

Rawiri, Wiki Whakarau, Yozanna Hori, Nicole Rio, Letisha-Rei Weston

Jacobson, Trojan Luke, Jamie Close-Adams, Te Rawahi Keremeta,

Karlos Rupapera-Maeke, Zion Towers, Tamzyn Katene-Ashford, Iosia

Te Awhe-Campbell, Rashaad Ngaia, Soane Aholelei, Marius Aholelei,

Anthony Brogden, Russell Hockley, Pikihuia Hockley, Cesar Davis,

Tamihana Ratima, Kaya-Rose Kahui, Jashaliyah Sulzberger-Close,

Kasilk Phillips, Peizha Cassidy, Jalen Cassidy, Rico Grindlay,

D'Jonaye Nui-Hinga, Kyla Potaka, Danielle Fowler, Hiraka Waitai-

Haenga, Maluapapa Manutai, Kayin Katene, Mariana Winiana, Tamia

Chadwick, Ranginui Baller, Ani Erb, Hauraki Erb.

Registered Ngāti Ruanui
descent.
Enrolled at a New Zealand
secondary school or New
Zealand University, or
NZQA recognised tertiary
institute.
Must meet criteria.

Applications are now open for
Education and Sports Grants.

Successful Education Grant
applicants must be:

To access a grants form go to
www.ruanui.co.nz 

Alternately contact us: 0800
RUANUI or email
office@ruanui.co.nz.

HOW TO APPLY


